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often when we face problems we take the easy way out. He said,
and I agree with him, from now on when we' re confronted with a
problem we can't Just throw money at it; we have t o so lv e the
problem. Well, friends, state aid is the number one, Exhibit A,
classic ex ample o f t hrowing more money at a problem instead of
solving i t . We ke e p t r y i ng t o f i nd wa ys t o f ee d th e be a s t . I
support the expansion of the sa les tax base, but we' re also
talking about raising cigarette taxes, raising alcohol taxes,
making permanent the income tax hike that we promised was going
to be temporary last year. We' re clearing the way for possible
propert y t ax h i ke s and al l o f t ha t st i l l d oe sn ' t ge t u s whe r e we
need to be budgetwise. It still doesn't solve the problem. Now
Senator Beutler presented a more ambitious scenario that works
on paper , b ut I con t en d t h a t t ha t s t i l l doe s not so l v e t he
problem. It 's time t o sol ve t he p roblem. It 's time to
eliminate state aid and c reate a new K-12 f unding sy s tem w ith
spending growth tied to inflation. And we don't have to figure
this whole thing out right now and I want to em phasize that.
I' ve got my p l an her e , la t e s t v e r s i o n o f i t . Yo u ' v e g o t c opi e s
of i t . We can t a l k ab o u t i t i f y ou wa n t t o , bu t t h i s i s not t he
f ocus t o d ay . I f e l t ob l i ga t e d t o p r ov i de some k i nd of a
blueprint for the future, but this is all to be worked out over
the next year. The only thing I'm suggesting we do today, but
what I think we have to do today, is eliminate funding for state
aid i n t he secon d ye a r of t hi s bud g e t . I t hi nk we ha ve t o do
it. We have to put the marker out there right now. O t herwise,
the change i n K- 12 f unding is n ever going to happen. Th e
problem will not be so lved until we put the pr essure on
ourselves and the state's educators to come up with a new
system. We do that by cutting the cord right now and saying, no
funding for state aid in Fiscal Year ' 04-05 . I want to conclude
my opening with an appeal to people inside and o utside the
Chamber.. .

SPEAKER BRONN: One mir.ute.

SENATOR NAXWELL: ...who think, state aid, that's not my issue;
I don't want to get involved in t hat me ss. State aid is
everybody's issue. A re you a business advocate, worried about
the growing pressure to get revenue from all kinds of taxes' If
you' re a c h ampion f o r chi l dr e n o r t he d i sab l e d or any soc i a l
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