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remember years ago somebody saying, look at how s tates are
organized; they' re organized around federal mandates. It' s,...

SPEAKER BRONN: T i me .

SENATOR THOMPSON: .. .if you match this, you get that amount of
money. It defines our structure. Thank you.

S PEAKER BRONN: Th a nk y ou , Sen a t o r Th om p s o n . Senato r Dwi t e
P edersen .

SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Thank you, Nr. Speaker, members of the
Legislature. Have to piggyback a l i ttle b it on what Senator
Brashear was talking about, first of all, when he brought up the
subject of com puterization and all the mone y we spe nd on
computers a n d u pd a t i ng ev e r y t h i ng i n t h e s t a t e . A l o t o f t h a t
has been sp ent s ince I' ve been here. Just a little scenario,
and this is a true one. It happened in the last few weeks. I
had my office call DAS and ask them if they could tell us how
m any state employees we had that have b een dep loyed i nto the
active military because of the war. They said they have no way
of knowing that. Have not been able to find tha t inf ormation
for us, with all this wonderful new technology we bought them.
They said we would have to call each agency individually. We
a re n ow w o rk i ng o n t he Ad j u t an t Ge n e r a l ' s Of f i ce t o s e e i f t h e y
c ould tell us. The subject was that I was hoping that maybe i n
the appropriations talk somewhere that those of our citizens who
are serving o ver there who a re employees of us who are not
getting the same salary, that maybe we could make it u p. A nd
talking about money, if we' re not making it up, paying them the
difference of what they usually get, where is that money going
nowt I know one department, what they do with vacancy savings.
But they couldn't give us that information. Don't you c o nsider
that kind o f unb e lievable w ith all the modern technology?
People's lives. T hey' ll probably find it now. Or maybe i f
somebody other than a senator would ask for it they would make
it, or maybe some other senator; it could be that I stepped on
some toes. And then...anyway, Senator Bromn talked a little bit
about medical care. S enator Thompson has talked about medical
care . I ' m n ot o n e wh o s u ppor t s a n y k i n d o f a cop ay . I can t e l l
you t h i s . I do know i n mat es , a n d q u i t e a f ew i nm a te s , w ho come
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