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parents or other people, in my case it was a grandparent, figure
out their Nedicare costs, some of these are also negotiated for
the Nedicare system. And it's also true of the Nedicaid system.
So, the costs at our prisons and the costs in our county j a i ls,
we get b i l l ed wh a t I cal l and wh a t . . . an d I s t ol e t h i s f r om L a r r y
Bare, the sticker price. W ho's paying the sticker price7 Wel l,
basically anyone who's uninsured who has their own funds to pay
for it, that's not very many people, and u s, the taxpayers.
Because there's the sticker price; there's the negotiated price,
which in rec ent years has happened within the criminal justice
system in some areas; then there's t he price tha t 's act ually
paid. We should, for our prisoners in our system and also for
the people in our jails that don't have insurance, why aren't we
p aying the Nedicaid rate fo r those peo ple? We can chang e
statute, and we can try to do that. B ut that's a way, Senator
Broaan, to get to those issues that you' re talking about. Why
should we be th e o nly ones paying the sticker priceP Nobody
pays it. The whole system of medical billing is absolutely
confusing and outrageous. And no on e pays that price, the
sticker price. That's what the balance is, s o that eve rybody
makes up all the mon e y th at th ey need to make sure that we
negotiate all these prices to the private insurance companies.
It's a thing that...

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR THONPSON: ... I think needs to happen to all our
providers, saying that the people who are uninsured, who are in
our prison system and in our jails, that we as a government, as
the taxpayers paying that bill, should...that they should be
treated at the Nedicaid rate. Now, that's not going to make the
hospitals happy. It 's n ot going to make the insurers happy.
But that, to me, is good responsibility. And that's a bill
that's sitting in the Judiciary Ccennittee that could help us out
to the tun e o f seve ral million dollars this year if we could
negotiate to those rates for...not negotiate, but have t hose
rates for the prison population. And I offer that as one bill
that's sitting in coainittee that had a lot o f opposition from
the providers, but ould save us some money. So with that, I
t hink I' ve covered those tr ends, I hop e, the medical cost
trends, the demographics in the state, the federal mandates. I
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