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you will yield. And I understand that you may need to talk to
some of the many talented people that are off on the side. And
I don't care how much dead time there is here. I remember, six
years ago, when I was on the Appropriations Cceanittee, vaguely,
we were spending millions and millions of dollars in information
technology. Do you happen to recall some of those huge numbers
that we spend on information technology? And could you tell me
what t h e y a r e ?

SPEAKER BRONN PRESIDING

SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Thompson, would you yield?

SENATOR THOMPSON: Th at wou l d b e a d e f i n i t e ' s t u m p t h e se n a t o r . '
I 'm go ing t o h a v e t o . . .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: I 'm not trying to s tump t he sen ator.
couldn' t . . .

SENATOR THOMPSON: .. .to get that. N o .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: ...do it either. Ny point is, as I recall
it, eight years ago, or six years ago, seven and eight years
ago, we wer e spen d i n g t e n s o f m i l l i ons o f dol l ar s o n c o mputer
services, information technology, and all those wonderful new
th ings . W o u l d y o u a g r e e w i t h t h a t ge n e r a l st at e ment?

S ENATOR THOMPSON: Y e s .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: When you say to me, but the work has to get
done, I ' v e go t t o t el l you t hat t he mo s t . . .o n e o f t he mos t
remarkable things I have seen in my life, in the period I have
served in this body, is what Alan Greenspan calls productivity,
and I call computerization, and what it's done to cut people' s
workloads and speed information and make marvelously efficient
the transfer of information and the keeping of records and so
on. And I can tell you specifically, I know of s pecific
instances that I can take to you and demonstrate to you support
w orkloads cut in half and cut by two-thirds, where one-third o f
the workers are supporting the same number of people on the
f ront l i n e, a n d t ho s e k i n d s o f t h i ng s . So whe n y o u sa i d , t he
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