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years. J udiciary Comnittee was very helpful in increasing
penalties over the years. So people stay in jail longer, so the
budget increases. And you kn ow, you and I voted for very
enhanced medical care for prisoners just a couple years ago.
You remember t h at P We all vote d for it, and that's a very
significant part of this 8 percent increase. And what are we
going to do a bout that? Anyw ay, those are some of the
di f f e r e nces t h e r e . I don ' t hav e much t i m e l e f t . I want ed t o
skip down to the state aid to local government category, though,
and take a look at that, if you will: state aid to schools,
TEEOSA, if you' re looking at the right-hand column, overall,
over t he t wo - ye a r per i od , -2.4 percent from two years before;
aid to coaanunity colleges, lower than it was two years ago; aid
to cities, -18 percent from what it was two years before; aid to
ESUs, -7 percent from what it was two years before; aid to
c ount i e s , -5.1 percent; and we e liminated co mpletely the
$4.5 million county property tax relief fund in addition. And
what did we increase in that category? Special education. We
had to. It's a federal law. It's the federal constitution. We
have to ke e p up w ith spe c ial ed ucation. That incr eased
5 percent. And we increased the homestead exemption, because we
made a ccxanitment to that. So if you look at all of these heavy
cuts in aid to local political subdivisions,...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: .. .this, to me, repeats the point that I was
trying to make earlier. This is with the Appropriations
C ommittee budget we' re making these heavy cuts to local
political subdivisions. If we have to make considerably more
cuts, a great deal of it will come out of aid to local political
subdivisions, which will in turn exacerbate property taxes. If
you' re going to be for heavily...for more...for substantially
more cuts, then you have to b ear the responsibility for
additional property taxes. If the Governor wants to cut our
budget more and more and more, then the Governor can go t o the
people and sa y , I increased your property taxes, and I thought
you would like me to do that more than increase your i ncome or
sales taxes. And I don't think that will sell. I think people
want us to retain the balance that we' ve achieved between
proper t y . . .
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