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before u s does n ' t adeq u a t e l y add r e s s wh at I t h i nk i s ou r
f undamental f i scal pr ob l e m , w h i c h i s s t at e a i d , t hen I won ' t be
voting for LB 407 when it comes time to advance it. So I j ust
want t o make t hat c l ea r f or t he r ecor d . Thank you ,
Mr. Pr e s i d e nt .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Maxwell. Senator Schrock,
on the coaanittee amendments to LB 407.

SENATOR SCHROCK: Mr . Pr esident, members of the Leg is lature,
first of all, I want to tell you I'm very thankful for the rain.
I t ' s goi ng t o ch an ge t he at t i t ude o u t i n r u r al Ne b r a s ka . I n
fact, I'm already hearing, I can't get my corn planted. That
would have been refresh...(laughter) Yea h , you just can' t
please us, no matter what you do. I want to t alk to yo u a
little bit about two Nebraskas. The census just came out, a
projection on the census, what happened the last two years. All
seven of my c o u n t i e s l o st po p u l a t i o n . I ' m r eal l y t han k f u l St at e
Farm decided t o s t a y i n L i nco l n , b u t par d o n me i f I ' m a l i t t l e
green with envy. A compa ny just left Holdrege, and they' re
closing their plant this month. Employed 93 people. T hat's a
b ig de al i n Ho l dr eg e. On t he ot her end of m y d i s t r i c t i s
Clay Center, and I'm going to talk to you a little bit about it.
A nd I d o n ' t w a n t t o be t oo c r i t i cal of t he un i ve r s i t y . bec a use I
know what they' ve gone through is painful. And I don't want to
burn any bridges, because I have some hopes that something could
h appen o u t t he re ye t . But j us t l e t me r un a f ew t h i n g s b y y o u.
And be patient with me. We went in a special session last year
in August. And right before we did t hat, the university
announced a salary increase. And Senator Brashear touched a
spot with me­ -salary increases when times are tough. There is,
or was, 28 people employed out there at C lay Center by the
university. N ineteen of those positions are either going to be
moved to Lincoln or eliminated. Now, I know if I held a coffee,
i nv i t e d a l l m y n ei g h b or s o v e r , a n d t o l d t he m what t he sal ar i es
were...and I'm going to run through them for you: faculty A,
tenured, $89,000; faculty B, tenured, $85,000 ; f acu l t y D,
tenured, $107,000; faculty E, tenured, $88,000. And most of
those come with a benefits package of anywhere from 16 t o
20 thousand. Now , th at's big money. T h at's big salaries in
rural Nebraska. N ow, these are scientists that have their
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