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SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: Tha nk you, Mr. President and members of
the Legislature. T here's not a person on the Appropriations
board I do not respect, and I'm sorry that they had to start out
the way they did without the leadership that they needed in the
areas that I think the state should have taken a look at, and
that's basically by cutting some of our own programs, such as
institutions, comnissions, services, whatever we need to do to
h elp . C a n w e f i nd i t al l t her e ? I don ' t t hi nk so . I know t ha t
there was a lot of things that people...for a person who makes
an average of about $50,000 a year, a million dollars is a lot
of money to me, and when you start talking about $800 million,
$600 mi l l i o n, $7 0 0 m i l l i on , i t ' s j u st w a y o v e r my head . But
there are numbers tha t have come that I think that we should
have been given when we started this session other than just a
10 percent cut across the board. As I' ve explained that
10 percent c u t t he w a y I see i t , i t ' s l i ke hav i n g t hr e e o r f our
cars, let's say three automobiles, and you take a wheel off from
each one of them, you have three cars that don't run very well,
instead of putting one of them up on blocks or selling it and
having two that run well. That we haven't done. The 10 percent
cut i s t o hobb l e t he m a l l al o n g a l i t t l e bi t . I know t her e ' s
areas that were considered some kind of privileged areas that we
shouldn't touch, and I don't know who would put that kind of a
label on them, the privileged areas, such as closing a school.
You wouldn't believe all the telephone calls I got at my h ome
last night about closing Peru State College, because I put an
amendment in two years ago to do so, $3.5 mi l l i o n, sma l l
peanuts. But some of them same people that call me are the same
people that call me and say don't raise our taxes. You can' t
have it both ways. I understand that. But I not ice this
morning, when I asked somebody who knows this business better
than I do, that in the Board of Educational Lands and Funds
t here ' s $262 mi l l i on i nv e s t ment . Ther e ' s $4 0 3 m i l l i on i n l and .
Now I know some of that would, my understanding, would have to
be c h a nged con s t i t ut i on a l l y t o get at i t , but t her e ' s m o ney ,
there is money there. I think what Senator Jensen has tried to
do in Health and Human Services is help. The area that I' ve
looked at the most since I' ve been in the L egislature is
Department of Corrections. We have not cut them anywhere, and I
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