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they' re looking at salary and b e nefit fre ezes a t the highe r
education level; Virginia, a tuition increase was allowed to
offset most of a $286 million General Fund reduction; and in
Wisconsin, a 825 0 million cut offset by a tuition increase of
only $150 million to make that up. On the employee side, you' ll
see that in Nassachusetts they' re talking about wage f reezes,
hiring freezes, health benefit freezes. In Wi sconsin, the
Governor has proposed eliminating a net of 2,000 FTE p o sitions.
It's not a pretty picture, and Senator Brashear is drawing our
attention to exactly where i t should be, and that is in the o u t
years. Because in fact what we are creating today is an
infrastructure that will be in place not just for this year o r
the coming year, but for the years after, and the growth that we
build in today will be there to haunt us tomorrow, and I think
t hat we have to bear in mind whether we can in fact a f ford th e
kind of structure that we' re building.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR REDFIELD: I t ' s ve r y , v e r y di f f i cu l t t o do t hi s . I know
that the Governor agonized over his reconanendations and we know
that projections of revenue continue to decrease. The people in
Nebraska just don't have the money. W e wish they did . We
wouldn' t be he r e t oda y d i s cu s s i n g t h i s . But we l i v e wi t h t he
realities we have, just as every business, just as every home,
and I just wanted to bring these facts and figures to you for
your attention. Thank you, Nr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k y o u, Sen ator Re dfield.
introduced. ) On with discussion. Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: T h ank you, Nr. President and members. A c ouple
ccxanents earlier, a few days ago I sho uld say, were, boy,
Adrian, you' re sure quiet on these days, and I don't intend to
stand up and squawk a lot, but I do want to think out l oud, if
you' ll bear with me. As we approach these issues, in looking at
the out biennium for example, it's pretty sobering. And when we
look at o ur tax po licy in Nebr aska, I mean we...I think we
establish tax incentives and have upheld those, an d I be li eve
that that's l a rgely in p art to our acknowledgement that tax
policy can and will affect an economy. And I look at proposals
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