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col l e ge s a n d c o nInunit y c ol l eg e s . Anot h e r 2 4 . 2 pe r ce n t h as t o do
with Medicaid and public assistance. That area, in particular,
is r i s i n g r a p i d l y , s i gn i f i can t l y . I t va r i es , dep e n d ing on t he
f i g u r e s , bu t i t ' s i n t h e n e i g h bo r h o o d o f 15 t o 1 S p e r ce nt p e r
year and that is one part of our budget that is ve ry hard to
control. I 'm sure there will be questions on it. I' ll try to
a nswer those. The other one, the other 24.8 percent is made u p
of wh at you mi g h t ca l l o p e r a t i o n s , a nd t h a t i nc l ude s t he cour t
system, Corrections, State Patrol, and our 24/7 facilities,
i . e . , regional centers, v e terans' homes, and Beatrice State
Developmental Center. That...those alone make up almost half of
that 25 percent of the budget, the $650 million. And so this is
where the budget that we have presen ted, I guess
we' ll...technically I should wait till the conanittee amendments
come up, N r . Spe a k e r ?

SENATOR CUDABACK: That's your call, Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN : Wh a t I ' m t a l k i ng ab o u t , t he c onan i t t e e
amendments, as pr ov i d e d b y t h e A p p r o p r i a t i on s C ha i r . . . c c x ranitte e ,
will become the bill. So I w ill go to the amendment, ANllll,
which will become the bill, so everyone understands. This is a
budget t h a t o u r co n In i t t e e h a s s p e nt , o b v io u s l y , l ot s o f t i me o n,
and i t ' s n o t j us t s i m p l y t he l as t 70 da y s , b u t i t ' s . . . w e ' ve b een
over the budget a year ago at this time, we' ve been over the
budget in a special session, and we' ve gone over it now again,
a nd I woul d say i t ' s ou r best j udg ment , i f I may pr e s ume t o
speak for the conlnittee, that it's our best judgment of what
Nebraska needs to at least hold its own for the next two years.
Now I know there's going to be lots of disagreement as to w hat
that constitutes, and that is very logical for debate. But as I
mentioned in the four areas...three areas which make up,
education, a half of the budget, operations, a half a bu dget,
and Medicaid...l meant a q uarter of a budget, Medicaid and
operations each a quarter of the budget, it's very difficult to
cut those areas much more without, in our mind, doing...I don' t
want to use too strong a words, but very serious damage to many
areas of our institutions of this state. And so this will
b e. . . t h i s c an b e l og i ca l t o d e b a t e . I ' l l b e i n t e r e s t e d i n
f o l l o w in g t he de b a t e . Obv i o u s l y , t her e ' s a g a p a n d I , i f I may
f rame i t phi l os o p h i c a l l y , I t h i nk w e ' r e g o i n g t o ha v e t o dec i de
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