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that you would build onto a Veterans Hospital the match should
be available, but I'm not...

SENATOR PREISTER: There's a priority list. R ight now, the
Thomas Fitzgerald current home is in such bad shape that we...

SENATOR VRTISKA: Yeah, I understand.

SENATOR PREISTER: ...move ahead in priority. If we have a new
home and we j ust want to expand, I don't think that priority
would be the same and I think we enter into a different type of
situation.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Okay . We ll, those are some of the questions
that I had and obviously I, with a lot of o ther people, are
certainly looking forward to a better facility for our veterans
that we certainly need with what's up there, because I' ve been
there. I know that the f acility is not what we should be
providing for veterans who served this country, so I'm
interested in...but, you know, there's lots of details and, of
course, we all understand that the fiscal situation of the state
is a dire position. But I guess we need to a dopt priorities
that are important, particularly to veterans. And so I'm going
to be watching this closely and see what can...one other
question I had. Do you have any idea idea about land costs or
if you would move further away from the part of Omaha that you
had that land costs might be cheaper?

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: One minute.

SENATOR VRTISKA: I suspect land is a great deal of this money,
isn't it, that many acres?

SENATOR PREISTER: La n d wi l l b e a p a r t o f i t . Th e c o s t o f t ha t
land, whether it's outside or inside closer, will make a
difference. But we have another factor that's involved. You
can't have two veterans' homes closer than I believe it's 100
miles apart, and we do have a veterans' home in Norfolk. So it
limits how far outside or how far west of Omaha we can even
consider, because we have to be beyond that difference from the
Norfolk Veterans' Home.
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