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fee l t ha t i t wi l l h e l p t o p r o v i de s o m e a d d i t i on a l d o l l a r s f o r
need-based scholarships, even though, as we said, we' re sort of
transferring the money around. I also do support the coaanittee
amendment. We' ve been debating this issue, as many of you know,
for many of the past years. I think that we have come to some
compromise, and I think it's important that we h ave this
t r an s i t i o n p e r i o d t h a t we h av e a l l o we d i n t h e r e c on anendat i o n
that the connnittee has brought forth. I think if yo u lo ok at
that one sheet that says, Estimated State Grant Distributions,
i f y o u l oo k a t , f o r i n s t an c e , Un i v e r s i t y o f Neb r a sk a , i n
2003-2004, they receive 17 percent; i ndependent c olleges,
5 3 pe r c e n t . I f y o u l o ok a t t h e f u l l i mp l eme n t a t i o n da t e i n
2007-2008, you' ll see that the University of Nebraska has almost
doubled their amount to 36 percent; independent colleges down to
26 percent. Now I have always supported the PEAP program, and I
do support t his pl a n bec ause I t ruly believe that if we can
provide some additional scholarships t o stu dents in Neb raska
that they wi ll stay in Nebraska. I think it's very important.
It doesn't matter if they' re going to the university, if they' re
going to a private college, if they' re going to an i ndependent
school, statistics prove that if those students go to school and
attend school in the state, they are more likely to stay in our
state. I think that's a very, very important consideration when
we' re talking about need-based aid. A ls o, as you kno w, the
coaInittee amendments contain two other bills. Senator Pederson
talked a little bit about the College Savings Plan. I feel this
amendment is very important, particularly as it distinguishes
the responsibilities of the Investment Council and the Treasurer
in regard to the College Savings Plan. The third portion we
haven't even talked about, and Senator Beutler introduced that
bill, on the co llege or the Comnunity Scholarship Foundation
Program. And, again, there is a provision for $2,000 for many
o f t h ese conanunity f o u n da t i o n s t h a t w e h av e t h r o ughout t h e s t at e
that provide scholarships again for students that are in need.
So we' ve spent a great...this bill is a very complicated bill,
so t o sp e a k , be c a u s e i t d oe s co n t a i n a l o t o f i ssu e s , bu t I d o
s uppor t t h e am e ndment , I d o su p po r t t h e conIni t t e e a men d men t s ,
and I will tu rn the rest of my time to Senator Raikes Thank
you.

SPEAKER BRONM: Thank you, Senator Stuhr. Sena tor Raikes, you
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