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SENATOR STUTHMAN: Mr . Speaker and members of the b ody, I did
make some conInents before and I did get some information as far
as what o ur c on anuni t y he a l t h de p a r t m en t i s do i n g a s fa r a s t h e
action taken, a s far as the E PCs that had occurred in years
past. What, since we have developed the crisis navigators, and
this is manned 24/7, and it's manned by individuals and they
screen the crisis calls. And these individuals talk to the
p eopl e t o se e wha t t h e p r ob l e m i s a n d g e t so m e a s s i s t t o t he
caller and, hopefully, to get some he lp. And this ser v ice,
along with the behavioral health changes in the area, has
r educed th e number o f i nd i v i d u a l s r e q u ir i n g e mergency p r o t e c t i ve
custody , t h e E PC s i t u a t i o n . I n f ac t , i n t he f our -co u n t y ar ea ,
o nly t w o i n d i v i du a l s r eq u i r e d E P C s e rv i c e o u t o f 2 24 i n d i v i du a l s
t ha t we r e . . . t h a t ne e d e d he l p . So I t h i n k t h i s i s a s i t u a t i o n
t hat ha s r e a l l y t ak e n c a r e o f a l ot of t he pr ob l e ms . Becaus e
t he p e o p l e a r e ab l e t o t al k t o i ndi v i du a l s , t he y k n ow how t o
handle them, and they can work things out. O therwise, they' re
called to the...the police department is called. They pick them
up, take then to the hospital emergency room, or try to get them
into some other place. And I would just like to comment how we
are doing it in the East Central Health Department, how it is
f unded . And i t i s f u n d ed f r om t h e se L B 6 9 2 m e n t a l h e a l t h
dollars, and the cost of this service in our local area is less
t han $1 5 0 , 00 0 of t h i s p xog r am . So I j u st wan t e d t o gi ve y o u
some of t h e i n f or m a t i o n , y o u k n ow , as t o • '~at we ar e doi ng
t here . I c onIn e n t e d o n i t e a r l i e r , b u t I wan t e d t o g i v e yo u so m e
f igure s of whi ch I di dn ' t kn o w a t t h a t t i m e. So I ' ve g i v e n y o u
that and it's really surprising to me that there was only 2 out
of 2 24 peop l e , so t hat ' s l ess t ha n 1 pe r c en t h a s t o ha v e t he
EPC. So these are the figures, and I thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Stuthman. The r e i re n o
f urther lights on. Sena tor Jensen, did you wish to close? H e
wai"es the opportunity to close. The question before the body
is, shall A M1574 be ado p ted to LB 724? A ll in favor of the
motion vote aye, opposed nay. V oting on adoption of AM1574,
which is an amen dment to LB 724. Have you all voted who care
to? Record, please, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 29 a y es, 0 nays, Mr . President, on the adop tion o f
Senator Jensen's amendment.
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