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coaanunity-based programs contracting w ith the Department of
Health and Human Se rvices; the capacity of all state-operated
a nd privately operated behavioral health institutions an d
c oalnunity-based residential an d day trea tment c e nters; al l
federal, state, an d loca l funding so urces for a ll state
behavioral health s e rvices an d the most recent amounts; the
levels of exp ertise of a ll m ed ical, p sych iatric, and
psychological sta ff serv ing state -operated an d pri vately
operated behavioral health institutes and contracting w ith the
coaanunity-based behavioral health programs. S enator Stuthman
pointed out the very comnendable job that they' ve done in Platte
County, ne i ghboring county t o Madison, an d he poi nt e d out , I
hope proudly, he should be proud of it, that they did it without
any taxpayer m oney . They d id it with federal funds and some
other grants. Ard I wonder if that becomes a statewide p rogram
if the federal funds and the grants are going to be there. And
if they are not there, where is the money t o come from? We
could be all dressed up and have no place to go. S enator
Johnson said something here a few minutes back, remember the
patient. I think we need to know what we have, and what we have
to replace, and what is already in position to form a part of
t hat replacement. We did have a shortage o f psy chiatrists i n
Norfolk and they handled that very, very well. They changed the
table of organization and equipment, saying that we didn't need
them, but we' re no longer giving outpatient services in some of
the outlying t owns a nd hav en't for about three years, four
years. I worry about that. I look upon that as a declining
standard o f ser vice, an d I th in k tha t w e ' re going to have
legislation in the next session, what's it going to be based on?
Do you have a plan that shows what you have now? Do you have a
road map that says we start here and we have to go chrough this
to get to our final destination? We have a load of s o ma ny
people, patients, the ones Senator Johnson wants us to remember.
So we' re going to start next January and have some plan. And
I'm sure it's going to be a real comprehensive plan if we start
next January. Th is says start now. All we' re trying to do is
get some in formation on which a p l a n cou ld be mad e. Now I
realize there is probably going to be some people object to
t hat . I don ' t k now h o w t h e y m ake p l an s . I k now h o w I do . I
think this is a good b il l O f cour se, I thought that, too,
t wice before, but I think this is a good bill, and I u rge tha t
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