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close it or we're not going to close it, or we're just going to
have this just for certain patients that need to be housed there
at that center, or what is the real intent of these boards?

SENATOR TYSON: Well, Senator Stuthman, the...number one, in
direct answer to your question, they would not be the ones to
say let's close or not <close the regional centers, because
that...the entire thing has to be developed. The purport of
this amendment 1is very simply this: We have people with
knowledge and interest in this problem and from the messages
that I've gotten, maybe you've gotten an entirely different
message, but the message that I've gotten is that they feel left
out of this process. They have been spending anywhere from a
couple of years to 20 or 25 years, 30 years involved in caring
for the mentally ill, and now the Legislature, and 1 realize
that...and you know, because you're down here now and you're
part of the Legislature, you know that we never make a mistake.
That's one of the joys of being perfect. They feel left out.
And I was about to use the word disenfranchised, but they don't
have a franchise in this. They're not electors, in that sense
of the word. But they do feel that they have a contribution to
make and the purport of this amendment is that we'll take it on
a rational, organized basis to get their expertise. Now where
did that come from? A number of years ago, when we were working
on the Nebraska statewide wireless radio network, we went across
the state taking sheriffs and people who were knowledgeable in
radio, people who were knowledgeable in emergency management,
and said, what is it that we need? What do you have...what now
do we have to do to get that...those benefits available to
everybody? And after a total of about five years we now...at
least they're in the process of getting that system working.
But the system itself was designed because of the knowledge of
the people who were users. It's one thing to Dbe an
internationally known expert, as a member of the Unicameral of
course, in all problems that come before us; it's another one to
actually know what you're talking about. The people that I have
listed here, the 1law enforcement, the mayors, the city
administrators, the workers, they know what they're talking
about. They don't have the whole picture, but they got a part
of the picture, and that is...does that answer your question
adequately, Senator?
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