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close it or we' re not going to close it, or we' re just going to
have this just for certain patients that need to be housed there
at that center, or what is the real intent of these boards'?

SENATOR TYSON : We ll , Senator Stuthman, the...number one, in
direct answer to your question, they would not be the ones to
say let's close or not c lose the regional centers, because
that...the entire thing has to be developed. The purport of
thi s am e ndment i s very s i mp l y t h i s : We have peop l e wi t h
knowledge and interest in this problem and from the messages
t hat I ' ve got t en , may b e you ' v e got t en a n e n ti r e l y d i f f e r en t
message, bu t t he m e ssage t ha t I ' v e g o t t e n i s t hat t hey f e el l ef t
out of this process. They have been spending anywhere from a
couple of years to 20 or 25 years, 30 years involved in caring
for the mentally ill, and now the L egislature, an d I rea lize
tha t . . . a nd y ou kn o w, b e c a u se y o u ' r e d ow n he r e n ow a n d yo u ' r e
part of the Legislature, you know that we never make a m is take.
That' s one of t he j oys o f be i n g p e rf ec t . They f ee l l e f t out .
And I was about to use the word disenfranchised, but they d on' t
have a fra nchise in this. They' re not electors, in that sense
o f t h e w or d . Bu t t h e y d o f e e l t h a t t h ey ha v e a c o n t r i bu t i on t o
make and the purport of this amendment is that we' ll take it on
a rational, organized basis to get their expertise. Now wher e
did that come from? A number of years ago, when we were working
on the Nebraska statewide wireless radio network, we went across
the state taking sheriffs and people who were knowledgeable in
radio, people who were knowledgeable in emergency management,
and sa i d , wh a t i s i t t h a t we n e e d ? Wh a t d o y ou h av e . . . what n o w
d o we h av e t o do t o ge t t h a t . . . t h o s e be ne f i t s av a i l a b l e t o
e verybody? And af t er a t ot a l o f abo u t f i ve yea r s w e n o w . . . a t
least they' re in the process of getting that system working.
But the system itself was designed because of the knowledge of
the people who were users. It's o n e t hing t o be an
internationally known expert, as a member of the Unicameral of
course, in all problems that come before us; it's another one to
actually know what you' re talking about. The people that I have
l i s t e d her e , t he l aw en f or c e ment , t he mayor s , t he c i t y
administrators, the workers, they know what they' re talking
about . Th e y d o n ' t ha v e t h e w h o l e p i c t u r e , b ut t hey g ot a par t
of the picture, and that is...does that answer your question
a dequat e l y , Sen a t o r ?

5301


