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number o f p e o p l e . On e o f t h e a ss e t s t h a t we ha v e i n t h e s t a t e
of Nebraska i s t he e mp l oyees o f t he s t a t e r eg i o n a l ce n t e r s . Now
over time, at least the last four or five years, a lot of those
people, b e cause o f u n c e r t a in t y , ha v e l e f t an d, wi t h t hem, l ef t
t he ab i l i t y t o s t af f som e o f t he s e c ommunit y s e " v i c e s t h a t w e
now wil l ne e d . Eac h o n e o f t he s e p e o p le car r y a un i qu e se t o f
experiences , u n i q u e c a pab i l i t i e s , a n d w e k now up - f r o n t t h at t hey
are qual i f i ed . I n mos t ca ses , t hey ar e not on l y ver y we l l
qual i f i e d , t h e y a r e al s o ver y ded i c a t e d t o doi ng t he t ~ e o f
work that they' re doing. I th ink that these are people we
cannot a f f o r d t o ha v e a way fr o m us i n t hi s p r obl em , i n t hi s
project, in th is fie ld. Nebra ska is like a number of other
states where we have lots and lots of square miles, one or tw o
large population centers, and long distances in between. One of
the problems that has been suffered by most of outstate Nebraska
i s f i n d i n g p e o p l e w i l l i ng t o be i n out s t a t e N e b r a s ka . Co mmuni t y
services in some of these areas are going to be very difficult.
We' ve had people say, well, you know, it's a long drive. It ' s
1 25 mi l e s f r om O maha t o No r f o l k . I t ' s 1 00 a n d . . . mo r e t ha n t h a t ,
140, I suppose, out to H astings. It's 5 6 or 60 miles to
Lincoln . And t hat ' s a t er r i bl e , t e r r i b l e d i s t an c e t o have t o
tr av e l , I d o n ' t t h i nk . Wh en I wa s l i v i n g i n Rap i d Ci t y ma ny
years ago, I used to go to Belle Fourche, 63 miles, because the
beer tasted b e tter th ere . M iles are not a great factor in
outstate Nebraska, but evidently they' re a large factor in t he
m etropol i t a n and i n t he pr i m a r y c i t y . But we ha v e j u s t as m u c h
need in outstate Nebraska as we do in Omaha and in Lincoln. I
think t hat t h i s i s a goo d a mendment . I ask fo r you r supp o r t of
it and I ask for your vote. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k yo u , Se n a t o r Ty so n . Yo u ' v e h e a r d t he
opening on AM 1 4 15, wh ich is an a m endment offered by Senator
Tyson to LB 724. Ope n for discussion on that a mendment.
Senator Jensen, followed by Senator Johnson and Stuthman.
Senator J e nsen .

SENATOR JENSEN: T ha nk you, Mr . President. Membe r s of the
Legislature, I do rise in opposition, as I said I would, to this
amendment also. Last ye ar, beginning midsummer, we had a
Medicaid t a s k fo r c e an d w e a s k ed f o r i nd i v i du a l s who w ou ld l i ke
to serve on that task force. When we got the number back we had
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