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large institutions and how they should change. Thank you.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Th a nk y o u , Sen a t o r Th o mp s o n
W ehrbein , o n AN 1 2 2 2 .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Q uestion .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Wehrbein, that w on't be nece ssary.
Your name was the last person wishing to speak, so we will go
d i r e c t l y t o Se n a t o r Ty so n , f o r h i s c l o s i ng , i f h e wi she s t o d o

Senator

so.

SENATOR TYSON : Thank you, Senator Cudaback. Memb ers of the
body, I think we' ve had a good discussion on this. I don't know
how well I have made my points, but I have two other amendments
coming up that make specific points about this. We have an
enormous problem in mental health in this state, and we are in
the high forties, and I'm not exactly sure where, we are in the
high thirties by another calculation that I saw several years
ago, in the ranking of states as to how much we spend. The one
that I remember was that we were just ahead of Mississippi and
we were 49th out of 50. We have some substance abuse problems
in this state that are overwhelming and that are growing at a
very, very rapid rate. I don't know the solution to all these
problems. I have a great fear, however, of acting precipitously
and f i n d i n g ou t l at er on t h a t w e d i d t he w r o n g t hi n g. I t hi nk
we have to maintain the facilities we have. And I' ll tell you
one thing that bothers me. I believe that Senator Jensen has
the very best of m otives, and I know t hat he has devoted
enormous number of hours, he's done a lot of thinking about it,
he's consulted with a lot of fine people, and he's not going to
be here four years from now. Half of this body won't be here
four years from now. That lack of continuity worries me greatly
because when you have a body composed of short-timers, both in
and out, we could be in an awful lot of trouble and not even
know it until it was too late. We already have a law that says,
and this was passed in 1998, that says that we can't do anything
with t he r eg i on a l cent e r s un t i l al t er na t i ve p l a n s a r e f u l l y
developed and in place. That's one of the laws, as a matter of
fact, that this bill seeks to amend, 71-5053 I believe. I think
we ought to go f o rward with the discussion. I'm not going to
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