
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 724Apri l 28 , 2 0 0 3

f ut u r e wi l l b e o r wh a t t he sy s t e m s h o u l d l oo k l i k e . We do ne e d
acute care men tal he alth p l acements. The re 's absolutely no
doubt about it. But one of the problems w hen...and I haven' t
been on the Health a n d Human Services Comnittee for a couple
y ears , b u t o n e o f t h e t h i ng s t h a t I f o u nd e x t r em e l y i n t e r e s t i n g
in visiting s ome o f these facilities was the number of people
who are waiting to get out and the lack of programs at the local
level so that the y could g et out and get back to the ir
conanuni t i e s . We n e ed t o st a r t sa y i n g we d o n ' t wa n t t o ke e p
people in acute care mental health hospitals who don't need to
be there, and once they' re stabilized they can get back to the
comnunities if we have c omnunity-based systems in p la c e for
them. And wo rk has been done in a number of areas to try to
make that happen and make those changes happen, and progress has
been good, but we don't have the money t o fund it . So the
question is , how do you get the r e if you' re continuing to
sustain and if you' re going to start with a ph ilosophy that
takes that intent language out saying we' re going to address the
need...or address the fact that we have these large institutions
when we ne e d a ser ie s of sma l ler institutions that provide
comnunity-based care throughout the state. We' re still going to
need acute care mental health facilities, there's no doubt about
it, but we' re not going to need big, large facilities that take
the resources and then keep us from having the community-based
resources while we' re keeping them in place. We need to do
both. I was in state government for awhile when the last set of
reform issues came out and we never quite got them finished, but
I heard the same testimony and the same discussion a decade ago
when we were talking about the same issues, different members of
the Legislature but some of you are still here, and that is how
much a cute care mental health do you n eed in terms of
fac i l i t i es . And th e f ac t i s we need mor e cona nunit y - b a s ed
facilities to be in touch with the newer methods of treating
mental illness, to be more...be wiser w'th our resources, and
a ls o t o do b e t t e r t h i ng s f o r t h e f a mi l i e s a n d t h e i n d i v i du a l s
themselves. So when we have people backed up in th e s ystem,
backed up in these acute care hospitals, they could be served in
the coaanunity and they' re not able to be served so that we end
up with more people there. So let's take a look at things w ith
a fresh approach and leave this language in this bill so that
when we start off we' re going to say we have to look at t hese
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