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t he knowledge and t h e me d i c a l t r a i ni ng t hat peop l e i n t ha t
branch of medicine have now. T hey just...they were there and
they survived and probably was a good surrounding for the...for
what we had and for many years. It was there for many, many
years. They just didn't have the means and the knowledge to
rehabilitate those poor, unfortunate people, and there was a lot
of stress in those years. M ental... if we had to go back and
live under the conditions of 60-70 years ago, we probably all
would have men tal disorders. And I know this on a first-hand
basis t o o . Ny pa r e n t s b o t h s uf f er e d f r o m a menta l i l l ne s s f or a
short p e r i o d o f t he i r l i f e . They we r e v e ry f or t una t e . They
went t o t h e Ri c h a r d You n g f a c i l i t y i n Oma h a , w h o a t t h a t t i me
was. . .medicine was making g r ea t l ea p s f or w ar d i n r ehab i l i t at i ng
those people, and my parents were fortunate and they came out of
it just fine, and we were very thankful for that facility. But
now there are other means. Medicine ha s advanced so much ,
especially in th is area, tha t we don 't nee d those kind of
facilities anymore. I know it's hard to give up something that
has been in a cceanunity for years and years and has a good track
record, but times do change and we have to change along with
t hat . And f r om l i s t en i n g t o t he conver s a t i o n f r om Sen a t o r
Jensen, I can see what a great step forward this would be with
the types of program that they are trying to get funded now.
But it does cost money. It costs lots of dollars and, you know,
we need to shut some of these other areas down and focus on the
ccxanunity-based situations that they' re advocating at the
present t ime, which...and as far as I'm co ncerned a
hundred...you know, 50-60-100 years from now we' ll look back and
look at what...at the way we' re doing it now and saying, oh,
that, you know, it's funny they ever did help anyone. But we
have to work with what we have and...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR JANSSEN: ...from the people who are well-informed on
t hi s si t uat i on and l i s t en t o what t hey ha v e t o s a y a n d , o f
course, try to do it at the least costly way possible because of
the situation we are in economically. And even if it wasn' t,
e ven i f we we r e n ' t i n h a r d t i me s r i gh t n ow , I t h i nk t ha t we
still need to focus on what is th e b est possible way of
rehabilitating p eople wi t h mental illness. I t ' s ver y
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