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o f ou r b u dget i n a . .

SENATOR JENSEN: (Microphone malfunction) That is correct. By
t he year 2 0 2 0 . . .

SPEAKER BRONN: Se n a t o r J e n se n .

SENATOR JENSEN: Yes . Ex cuse me. By the year 2020, i f we do
not change the 14.5 percent increase per year that we' re having
now, by the year 2020 it will make up 80 percent of our budget.
We just got out of a meeting with Senator Wehrbein in a briefing
and that leaves 20 percent to run schools, corrections and all
the other facilities of the state.

SENATOR BOURNE: I remember hearing that statistic from you and
it's shocking, and I think if we don't act now that's going to
sneak up on us before we know it and we will not be able to get
ahold of these costs. A nd, Senator Jensen, I do have another
question for you. I appreciate that you had said this was
intent language only. Y ou' re not advocating that we close any
r egional center now. Do you know, is t his kind of t h e
nationwide trend to go towards...more towards coamunity-based
mental health care? Is that a...

SENATOR JENSEN: Ye s .

SENATOR BOURNE: . ..that's a national trend?

SENATOR JENSEN: That is a national trend.

SENATOR BOURNE: O ka y .

SENATOR JENSEN: A nd , matter of fac t, there a re even som e
federal dollars that...in grant form that will help you set up
those comnunity-based services.

SENATOR BOURNE: S o we' re moving away nationally from the
regional center concept towards more of a cceanunity based.

SENATOR JENSEN: Ye s .
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