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there, there was 1 building that is being used for patients, 1
out 31 buildings. I think that we can do better. That was the
r eason for introduction of the bill. I thin k t hat we ca n
provide better services for the consumers. Also, we have this
Olmstead decision that was a Supreme Court decision that said if
~n vVVuals want to be treated closer to their home you must
provide that, you the state must provide that.

SPEAKER BRONM: One minute.

SENATOR JENSEN: What I'm proposing certainly is not a new idea.
Governor Warner in Virginia has come up with a similar system.
The letter that we passed out to you which...or not the letter
but the editorial that was in yesterday's World-Herald, lessons

to do this. No w certainly we' re not taking advantage in this
state of our Medicaid dollars where we cou l d get, in
comnunity-based s ervices, a 60 percent match, rather than
putting all of our General Fund dollars into the operation of
these three regional centers. I'm not saying which center, if
any center, should be closed. That will be determined once we
get into it, once we start the interviewing process, when we
start having all of the meetings. But at this present time, to
adopt the Tyson amendment is absolutely the wrong direction.

SPEAKER BRONN:
Bourne.

SENATOR BOURNE: T hank you , Nr . Pr es i de n t . . .N r . S p e aker ,
members. Sen ator Jensen, I appreciate your leadership in this
area. I know that you' ve worked long and hard on e valuating
this and we all know that we need to get ahold of our costs to
aid to individuals. I' ve heard Senator Jensen, at meetings,
talk about how our...the aid to individual portion of our budget
is increasing a t 14 to 18 percent and we need to...we need to
figure out new ways to address these problems an d solve the se
huge problems that we' re going to have. Senator Jensen, at one
t ime, and I ' m g o i n g t o a s k y o u a q ui c k q u e s t io n, you had sa i d
something that in, like, 15 or 20 years that if we don't change
the way we' re funding aid to individuals, and that i s a .. . th i s
is a component of that, that that will make up about 80 percent

Time. Thank you, Senator Jensen. Sena tor
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