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SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Tyson. Senator Jensen on the
Tyson amendment.

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank y ou , Mr . Speaker. Member s o f the
Legislature, when I opened on LB 724 on General File, and in the
green copy, t h e o r i g i na l g r ee n copy, i t sa i d t h e p u r pose o f t he
Nebraska Be havioral H e alth Reform Ac t are to prov i de the
Legis l a t u r e in t e n t fo r r e f o r m o f t he b e ha v i o r a l h ea l t h sy st em,
intent. And I certainly agree with Senator Tyson that...and I
hope that he has the same compassion for the consumers that I
do, and I b e lieve that he does, and I also would agree that in
t he past that we have made mistakes in how w e care fo r thos e
individuals who cannot care for themselves. And I don't deny
that, yes, we put people out of our institutions, many of those
t ha t we ' ve p u t o n t h e s t r ee t s , bu t a l so ma n y o f t h o s e w e w er e
able to care for in a much better way. We were able to care for
them closer to their home. We have some wonderful d rugs tod ay
that people ca n use that wer en't available 50 years ago, 20
years ago, even 10 years ago, and mo re com i ng on the marke t
every day that can be given to people and they can lead healthy
a nd product i v e l i v e s . Now I ' l l say r i ght of f t ha t I do oppose
the Tyson amendment and the other two amendments that he has put
into...on to th is bill, the reason being is that let's not get
the cart before the horse here. Certa inly let's lo ok at the
situation that we hav e . If LB 724 passes then the real work
begins , a n d t h a t wor k beg i n s i n t ha t we wi l l h av e nume r ou s
meetings in Norfolk, in Hastings and Lincoln, where the regional
centers are, in Omaha, where we' ve closed down a Richard Young
facility and we have such a great shortage now of f acilities
that are available to those individuals. But to take this bill
and say that we w i l l n o t l o o k a t t h e re gi o n al ce n t e r s , I wan t t o
mention j u s t a coup l e t hi n gs t o y ou i n t ha t we hav e t h r e e
regiona l cent e r s wi t h 75 bui l d i ng s , 75 bui l d i ng s , wi t h a
capacity of Sll patients, spending 063 million a year. Those 75
buildings, all of them are old, many two-story, many that ar e
not handicapped accessible, many...most of them with asbestos in
them. They have the...they' re on campuses that have the central
h eating and cool ing un i t s t h a t i s t h e n p i ped v i a a t u n ne l s y s t e m
into the bu i l d i n gs , an d you can i magine we have a b o i l e r s y s t em,
we h a v e a hea t i ng sy s t e m an d a cool i ng sy s t e m t h a t w a s m e an t t o
operate many buildings. I n Norfolk, at the regional center
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