
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 626Apri l 25 , 2 0 0 3

at, t o m ake d e t e r m i n a t i o n s , a n d t o a i d t he pr o c es s s o t h a t i f we
can i n d i v i d u a l l y f i nd co s t sav i n g s we ca n d o t na t . At t h i s t i me
of bu d ge t chal l en g es , I t hi nk t hat ' s esp e c i a l l y i m p o r t a n t , and
it is one where I think we need to be especially careful. We' re
also going to be providing that if a bid at an agency level is
prereviewed, it will be prereviewed by Materiel and any changes
proposed to the final contract shall be r eviewed by Materiel
Division before the signature, another opportunity for some
scrutiny, another pair of eyes looking at the c ontract and
making a determination which gives us that added accountability.
The bid will be filed with Materiel for discussion and final
dissemination on the web site, and access of that will be there
for the vendors so that they see, in most cases, with some
exceptions, what is out for bid, so if they want to bid on it we
provide access to more of those providers and perhaps can be
more competitive in the bid p rocess and, again, get better
cost-competitive contracts. The a gency directors will keep
accurate records of those contracts and the process, ensuring
that the contract terms are complied with. Again, some
addi t i o na l sc r u t i ny , som e addi t i on a l a sses sment , a n d I t h i nk
m akes for accountability. In the contracts there w ill be no
payments made until the actual services are delivered, getting
back to accountability again, and I think that's the hallmark of
what we' re a t t e mpt i n g t o d o . One of t he t h i n gs t hat ' s i n t he
bill says that the agencies may not structure these contracts to
avoid t he r equ i r e ment s of t he l eg i s l at i o n . Tha t ' s o n e o f t he
things that Senator Jensen was very concerned about and we have
that in the bill. So the contracts can't be structured to avoid
these requirements and, yet, we allowed flexibility so that
where there is an opportunity and does need to be an exemption
those exemptions are made. The preprocess, which is a real
thing that I' ve been working on, is there. Any c ontracts for
service which is now performed or...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR PREI STER: ...or has been performed within the last 12
months by a classified personnel who may or potentially had been
replaced will have close assessment to determine if that is the
most cost-effective approach to letting the contract or not
letting the contract, whether we' re saving money, whether there
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