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administration. We have, to my knowledge, no opposition to the
amendment and that we have used this time wisely. We've gone
back and forth with several redrafts. At this point, I have
given a handout to yocu. 1It's two-sided, and on the one side it
says "AM1421* and it 1lists a brief description, section by
section. My staff, Kate Allen, put it together for me because 1
tend to be visual, so that 1[I can actually see what's being
exempted and what the bill does. And so the boxes outline the
sections, but they also list the exemptions and we have expanded
exemptions based upon concerns that were expressed. We had some
concerns from the Transportation Committee that Senator Baker
expressed regarding the roads contracts. Senator Baker, I
believe, 1is on board and the Roads Department is with exempting
out those roads contracts. We also had some concerns that were
brought to us by the Banking Department and Insurance. Some of
those that could have been a problem were also exempted out.
And I just spoke with the lobbyist and he thanked me for the
language redrafting that we did so that their concerns were
addressed. We also had some concerns that Senator Stuhr brought
to us regarding the Investment Council. We did exempt the
Investment Council out, so the provisions for them and I think
there's, again, some justification for some of these so that in
the Investment Council area that money won't be sitting there
waiting for approval and not be invested, so there won't be a
time delay. And the Investment Council does seem to have good
scrutiny over those contracts already and they do make an annual
report to us, 8o I think that was a legitimate exemption as
well. But you can look at the back side of what the handout is
that I gave you and it shows the exemptions and it shows how
through, and I didn't list all the drafts and all of the stages
that we went through, but that we have continued to make some
additional exemptions and, with those additional exemptions,
address the concerns that people have. With this amendment, I
think we have reached that proverbial compromise that we can all
live with at this stage and there is one area where we are
looking at, perhaps on Final Reading, pulling the bill back to
clarify some language regarding the Health and Human Services
contracts. Other than that and rather than rushing that, at
this point we have addressed all of the concerns and to my
knowledge the members of the LR 399 Task Force, which included
Senator Wehrbein from the Appropriations Committee, Senator
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