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$14 billion in Central. And they have campuses, obviously,
right along the border of each one, Columbus I think,
Grand Island, so on, et cetera. There's no problem in combining
them. I think even their executive director out here behind the
glass has agreed to 1look at this. So...and it's not the
only. . .there's precedent for doing this. I think we started out
with eight community college areas in the state. We're down to
six. To be all honest...in all honesty, I think Mid-Plains and
Western might want to look at doing the same thing here down the
road. And that's what I propose to do, is talk to those people
during the interim, see if we can't come up with something also
with Mid-Plains and Western, combine some administrative costs,
cut some administrative costs, I should say, make them more
efficient. And certainly we need to look at two community
college areas there that are...border each other. one of them
has twice the valuation as the one...as Northeast. And I, too,
defend Northeast Community College. We send a number of young
people from our area to Norfolk for their lineman training
program. And it's a valuable program, and I tend to agree with
Senator Janssen. Those young people, their tuition is paid for
by local fire...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BAKER: ...districts, and I think they'd probably pay
about whatever it took to get them through that program. I
think it's the only one in the Midwest like it. So I'm 1looking
down the road, a more permanent solution to this. And I think
with the AG's Opinion that we have back, we can go ahead and do
it. And I pledge to work on it during the interim. Because
it's not just Northeast and Central I'm looking at, it's Western
and Mid-Plains. So I think that is the solution. I believe my
light is on next. 1Is that correct?

SENATOR CUDABACK: It is.

SENATOR BAKER: I would just turn my light off, I guess, and 1
would yield the base...or rest of my time back to the Chair.
Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Baker. Senator Engel.
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