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bel i ev e i t was '98 when i t actually started, but it took the
base year of '97, Northeast grew at 33 percent that year, and
t hey were no t c a u gh t u p i n t i m e. So t hat ' s w h a t 's af f ec t e d t h e m
very much. Right now, they have a higher student per teacher
ratio than a ny o f the other community colleges in the state.
They' ve already been cutting already. The y' ve cut t he i r
o perat i o n and s u p p l y b u d get s t h e l as t t wo y e a r s b y q ui t e a sum .
The equipment spending was cut 50 percent this year. The y' ve
eliminated four service programs and two sports programs this
year . Th e y h a d a t ot al of fo u r spo r t s pr og r a m s, a n d el i mi na t e d
t wo o f t hos e . As Se n a t o r T y so n t o l d yo u , t h i s af f ec t s on l y t he
20-county service area in northeast Nebraska. And to give you a
l i t t l e ex a mple o f w ha t i t wou l d m ean i n a t ax i nc r e a se , i f you
had a $ 100,000 house, the first year it would be a $10 extra
t ax , t h e s ec o n d y e ar $ 15 , t h e t h i r d y e a r $ 2 0 , a n d t he f o u r t h
y ear $2 5 . And t he n i n t h e f i f t h y e a r i t g o e s b a ck t o n o t h i ng .
Now, t h e s t u dy t h a t wa s d o n e t o f i g u r e o u t t h e p r ob l em a n d wh a t
to do about it c ame back, and all of the community colleges
agreed, t h e r e i s a p r obl e m w i t h N o r t h e a s t . And t hey al l went
a long wi t h t he i de a t ha t No r t he a s t sh ou l d h av e m o r e f un d i ng .
And originally, Northeast was coming in to t r y to g e t m o re
f unding f r om t he s t at e . . .the General Fund. And I know I was
one, and I assume the other senators told them, there was no way
that wa s go i n g t o ha p p e n t h i s ye a r . Th e r e wa s j u s t n o mo ne y t o
be given out thr ough the Gene ral Fund. So at th is time,
t her e . . .we don't really see another chance. T his is abo ut the
only thing w e can do to help Northeast College. They' re very,
very important to northeast Nebraska. A nd I would hope that you
would c o n s i d e r g i v i ng t h i s a p o s i t i v e vo t e . Th an k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k yo u, Sen ator Cu nningham.
Landi s o n t he Ty s o n a m e ndment t o LB 54 0 .

SENATOR LANDIS: Mr . Sp eaker, members of the Legislature, this
bill is still in Revenue Committee. And it lang uishes t here
because i t c an ' t g e t f i v e v o t e s t o g e t ou t . We d i d n ' t ca l l a
meetin g o f t h e co m m i t t e e , a l t h ou g h I t h i n k t h e r e ar e f i v e v o t e s
t o k i l l t h e b i l l , b e c au s e i t wo u l d c h an g e t h i s f r om a 2 5 v o t e s
to a 30 votes, and I think Senator Tyson is entitled to his d ay
in court on a 25-vote standard, not a 30-vote standard. T his is
a hard one. T h is is a hard one to me, because Senator Tyson is
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