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with comnunity college needs or budget authority. And the
quest io n he aske d, we l l , was i f . . . I t hi nk he as k ed i f s t ude n t
enrollment goes down, would a budget authority go down? And my
answer was ye s, and it s hould have been no. The budget base
remains. It would not be reduced with a reduction in students.
I was co nfused b e cause if the stat e fund ing of c omnunity
colleges is ove rdone re lative to the for mula, t he n tha t
automatically flows th rough to reduce p roperty taxes. A nd
you' ll recall, that's the mechanism that was u sed in bringing
about a property tax relief program that Governor Johanns had in
his first or second year of the...but the budget authority does
not go down to student numbers. In response to S e nator Bak er,
h e mentioned e xclusions b eyond the le vy limit, a nd there
definitely are some. Lease purchase agreements are one a rea ,
but those are being phased out. So presumably, they would not
last forever. Th ose will eventually go away.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR RAIKES: The voluntary termination program, on t" o ther
hand, is still ongoing, so that, again, the idea was that school
systems could retire or provide severance, i f you wil l, for
experienced t eachers, and hire less experienced and less
salaried teachers fo r rep lacements, an d w ha tever m o ney the
needed to do that could be outside the levy limit. That program
is still in place. He did mention interlocals. And
interlocals, although they would provide additional budget
authority, would not provide any additional levy authority. So
hopefully that helps. With that, I will stop. Thank you.

SENATOR CUK&ACK: Th ank you, Senator Raikes. Senator B e utler.
And this will be your third time, Senator.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senat or Raikes, I want to take up again the
question that I took up the first two times. Bu t having m o ved
so directly to that question the very first time, I did want to
stop just a moment and indicate that I too, obviously, support
this bill, an d obv iously am appreciative of the work that the
Educat i o n C o aani t t e e h as do n e i n co op e r a t i n g o n t h i s wh o l e b i g
mess that w e ' re...that we hav e on our hands here. And , you
know, in conjunction with t hat a nd in conj unction w ith the
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