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to be g iven today, kn owing th e cri sis that we have and the
fiscal pressure a t a ll levels. If that agreement was made a
year ago and let's say, just for example, that it required a
6 percent increase to teachers, okay? The formula that you' ve
come up with in this b ill, s h ould I be assu m ing tha t th i s
scenario that we have now or that you' re proposing to us in this
bill would not have an adverse impact on that contract because
the total pot of money available to the school district i s the
same even though it might be less out of state aid and more out
of property tax'P I mean, would you be saying that for an y one
school district that sort of prior contract and the honoring of
t hat contract should not be a problem because the pot of money
s hould b e t h e sa me P

SENATOR RAI KES : Se na t o r , I don ' t t hi nk I c ou l d gua r a n t e e t ha t
it wouldn't be a p roblem fo r a particular s c hool d i strict.
Dif f e r e n t sc ho o l di s t r i c t s ~ y ha v e m a d e di f f e r e n t a r r a n g ements
d epending upon the way they saw the future at the time. T h e. . . I
w ould take you back to the state's interest in equalization i n
trying to pro vide that every student in the state has at least
that certain level of resources available for them to receive a
K-12 education. Suppose you had a situation where a high
spending district made an agreement with their teachers to
increase their salaries 15 percent per year a nd you had a
low-spending, l o w wealth di s t r i c t . . .

SENATOR BEUTLER: And they may be high spending simply because
they believe teachers should be treated in what they would
consider to be a fair manner in accordance with their...

SENATOR RAIKES: Ex actly.

SENATOR BEUTLER: . . . t he qua l i t y o f wh at t hey e xp e c t .

SENATOR RAIKES: But suppose at the same token...or at the s ame
point you had a l ow w e a l t h d i s t r i c t t hat wa s a l s o l ow sp e n d in g
that agreed only to a 2 percent i ncrease. So if we make
provision in state...in state funding,...

SPEAKER BROMN: One minute.
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