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state aid to education or a lot smaller dollar amount as far as
s tat e a i d t o e d uc a t i on , an d so I g u e s s I c a n ' t h e l p bu t t h i nk
t hat s t a t e a i d , an d , g r a n t e d , e d u c a t i o n i s o ne of ou r h i ghes t
priorities if not the highest priority of the state, does
contribute or did contribute to the p roblem that we f ind
ourselves in right now. But I guess I'm one of those people
that always felt that local needs, local school districts are
best determined at a local level and that's just...that's just
k ind o f . . . I am who I a m an d I al w a y s k i n d o f f el t t ha t wa y . But
in looking at this, in allowing the levy limits to go from $1.00
up to $1.04, and here's my question and I' ll give you the rest
o f my t i m e, d o e sn ' t t ha t f l y i n t h e f a c e o f t h e o r i g i n a l co n ce p t
of state aid in trying to keep our local property taxes down and
offset that with state aid revenue? And so I will grant Senator
Raikes, if he desires, the rest of my time. Thank you.

SPEAKER BRONN PRESIDING

SPEAKER BRONN: T h ank you, Senator. Senator Raikes, you have a
l i t t l e ov e r t w o m i n u t e s .

SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you, Senator Quandahl. In resp onse to
your question, I would certainly agree with you that going from
$1.00 to $1.04 is backing up on a tr e k t oward a lo ng-held
objective of reducing reliance on property taxes. I think
there's no two ways to say that. You asked some questions about
s ort of the longer term history of state aid and moving to a
s tate a i d f or m u l a , i f you wi l l , and i f you go ba c k , a g a i n b e f o r e
I was here and I do n't know as much about this as I should,
t here was LB 1059 , wh i c h was I t h i nk put i n t o ef f ec t i n t he
early nineties. The next major, major revision came in LB 806,
which I think was maybe in 1996. A couple of things abo ut
t hose; one of t hem wa s t hat t o a l ar ge ex t e n t t he co u r t s , I
t hink , i n f l ue n ced t h e s ta t e ' s m ove i n t h a t di r ec t i on .

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR RAIKES: Tho s e w e r e b o t h e q u a l i z a t i on f o r mu l a s ~n d t h e
c onst i t u t i o n a l r equ i r e ment o f p r ov i d i ng e q ua l o p p o r t u n i t y an d
actually also the fact that K-12 education is basically a state
r esponsib i l i t y whi ch i s a l l oca t e d o r del e g a t ed , i f you wi l l , t o
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