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a sk y ou ? I t s e ems t o me t h a t i f we f o r ce i t t o 0 p e r c e n t g r owt h
we' re c r eat i n g k i nd of a ma n u f a c t u r e d n umber o f wh a t i t r eal l y
costs to fund our schools. Am I missing the point here, Senator
Raikes, or . . .

SENATOR RAIKES: W ell, I'm not sure that you are, Senator
B ourne. Cer t a i n l y t he i nt en t i o n h e r e i s t hat gr ow t h i n spe n d i n g
is going to have to be restricted, Now there's a certain point

think at whi ch you can re st r i c t i t so much t ha t you
• imply., y o u ' re si mp ly bac k i n g up l eg i t i ma te r e qu i r ement • and
you' re going to have to all ot a sudden break loose and tund
them a l l We' re hopi n g t hat wi t h t h i • pr op osal w e' re not
causing that d r a s t i c a r ed uct io n. Now I und e rs tand t ha t when
you say 2.5 percent to 0 that really sounds drastic, and
certainl y i s • ig n i t i ca n t . I 'm not d e ny ing t h at a t a l l . But I
think t he cont e xt t o keep i n mi nd i s t hat i t s pend i n g h a s
increased i n t he ne i g h borhood o t 5 . 5 t o 6 per ce n t wi t h a
Q .S percent l i d , t hen pr o b abl y w e ' re go ing t o b e i n t h e 3 . 5 ,
Q...or 3 to 3.5 percent increase in spending with t his
r eduction , w h i c h , a g a in , i s si g n i t i c a nt , b u t h o petu l l y i t ' s no t
d rast i c .

SENATOR BOURNE: And I appreciate your comments. I appreciate
your work on this. An d you and I have discussed this in the
past and, again, I was trying to come up with an analogy on how
t o a sk you t hi s ques t i o n, and I t hi nk t he 309 f u nd i s
appropriate. Ny concern is, is that if we force it to 0 percent
growth that we will get so far behind in terms of f unding our
education four years from now that we won't be able to make it
up. And even if it's a 0 percent growth, it's not real because,
inflation being what it is, the cost of other things going up as
they are, you know, it might indicate four years from now that
it costs X to fund education and in reality it's X plus four and
we' ll never be able to recover from that,and that's what I'm
trying to suggest. And so, while I agree with the overall
concept of LB 540, I am concerned with the 0 percent growth and
I guess we can go from there.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BOURNE: I ' l l l i s t en t o t h e de b a t e a n d I , a ga i n , I do
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