
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 540Apri l 24 , 2 0 0 3

SENATOR RA IKES: Ye s .

SENATOR JONES: Is there any way to change that? So you know
that some school boards out there are really conservative and
they want to save, and then they get penalized.

SENATOR RAIKES: We l l , ce r t ai n l y I t h i nk i t coul d be ch a nged,
Senator. To defend the idea behind it now, state policy is that
funding K-12 schools in a conrnunity are a shared responsibility
between the state and that ccxanunity. So to the extent that the
conanunity itself is willing to spend their own money...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR RA I KES : ...to support th e sch ool system, w h ich
t hey . . . w h i c h w e a t t h e s t a t e h op e t h e y wi l l , t h e n t h e s t a t e wi l l
share in that responsibility. But we ' re reluctant to p rov ide
state fund s to oper ate a K-12 sy s tem if the r e isn 't a
willingness at the local level to also support that system. So
t ha t ' s t h e t h eme , i f y ou wi l l , b e h i n d t h e p r ov i s i on an d y o u
cer t a i n l y m a y w e l l a r gu e t h a t t h e l ev i e s ou g h t to . . . o r t h e
threshold, if you will, ought to be moved up or down or changed
slightly one way or the other.

SENATOR JONES: Okay. W ith the time you go t left , would you
explain just a little bi t more on the community colleges? I
think you kind of ran out of time when you had that to start out
with. Exactly what happens there?

S ENATOR RAIKES: Okay. We ll, maybe what I can do is correct a n
error that Senator Kremer trapped me in. I a nswered him that if
student enrollment goes down the budget...

SENATOR CUDABACK: I'm sorry but your time is up, Senator Jones.
I ' m sorry, Se nator Jo n es. (Visitors introduced.) On wit h
d iscu s s i o n o f t h e Ed u c a t i o n Co|m n i t t e e ame n d ment , AM1 2 8 7 , t o
LB 540 . Se na t o r B r om n.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Mr. President. W hen the idea started
t o be f l oat ed of go i ng t o $1 . 04 , I t h ank i t was . . . i ni t i al
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