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SENATOR JANSSEN: Sena tor Raikes, looking at the financing of
life safety codes, indoor air quality, and mold abatement and
prevention, are those projects, you are allowing them to g o
without...they would be w ithin t h e levy limits to expand the
l evy on that, on those projects? I know mold is going to b e
something that is not going to go away, it's going to get worse,
along with o t her fire/life safety code projects. How much is
that now that they were going...

SENATOR RAIKES: Sena tor, th ere is currently in statute a
provision for up to 5 .2 cents of levy aut hority, b onding
authority, if you will. A school board can identify a p roject
There's a fairly rigid procedure they need to go through. They
need to have a public hearing. The y need to id entify e x actly
what project is or , you know, what the details of the project
are. Then with the board, having met those r equirements, they
are allowed i n current statute to go ahead, bond that project
and carry it out. Currently, the only things that are a llowed,
and I don 't have a complete list in front of me, but. . . what d o
I...what's the proper term for ...if yo u ne ed a wheelchair
to . . .pardon? ADA, what's ADA stand for? P ardon? A c cessibility
b arriers, that's w hat I ...I di dn't have the right word. Bu t
t his would simply allow some additional types of projects to b e
treated in the same fashion as ADA. So mold, if the fire chief
shows up and says, look, the building is not safe f rom a fire
standpoint, and then the indoor air quality and mold would also
be types of projects that would now be considered. So a ll I 'm
trying to say is the mechanism is currently there. All we' re
doing is expanding the types of projects that can be h andled
within that mechanism.

SENATOR JANSSEN: O k ay. O n e other question, and then I' ll give
y ou the rest of my t'.me, Senator. Special ed will not count o n
t he a l l ow a b l e g r ow t h ?

SENATOR RAIKES: Special ed, Senator, is not restricted in terms
of budget, so it's outside the budget lid, if you will. And, in
fact, Senator Hartnett asked about why do we have such increases
in spending o f 5 .5 percent and so on. One of the reasons is
that we cap, at the state level, state support for spe cial ed
f und in g s o , t o t h e e x t e n t . . .and pay only about 70 percent of it
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