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t o be $722 mi l l i o n, a n d n o body i s t a l k i ng a b ou t g o i n g t h a t h i gh .
My wife, who has been an educator, who has been an administrator
and a t each e r i n pr i va t e a n d p u b l i c ed u c a t i o n , j us t go e s c r az y
when she watches this happen. She says, don't you understand'?
Educators are trying to hire staff and make budgets for the next
year and beyond, projections, and here you' ve got this spectrum
going w i t h a h u n d r e d - mi ll i on - d o l l a r r an g e o f w h a t money t he y ' r e
actually going to get. It's craziness. So I think it's proof
t hat we ' ve go t a f or m u l a , a sys t e m , t h a t i sn ' t wor k i ng I ' l l be
o f f e r i ng a n a m e n dment t o t h e b u d g e t t o e l i mi n a t e st a t e a i d i n
the second year of the biennium and propose that we go to a new
funding system for K-12 education. But let me stop there
because I don't want to cloud my message right here and now.
I 'm vo t i n g y e s o n L B 5 4 0 . W e n e e d t o d o t h i s a n d I ur ge y o u t o
do the same. Thank you, Nr. President.

SENATOR CUDA BACK : Thank you , Sen ator Ma xwell. Senator
Hartn e t t .

SENATOR HARTNETT: Nr . President, members of the b o dy, Sen ator
Raikes, could I ask you some questions?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Raikes, would you yield?

SENATOR RAI K ES : Ye s .

SENATOR HARTNETT: One d eals with the...you' ve raised the levy
limit as one of the sheets we put around the school districts.
We pu t $1 . 00 o n i t . Now we ' r e g o i n g u p t o $ 1 . 04 . Wh a t wa s t h e
rationale of the Education Committee, so forth, to do the $1.04
rather than $1 .05, $1 .06, $1 .10, so forth? That 's my first
question. And so that' s...and the other part is what budget
increase? The other limit is y ou' ve allowed the levy to
increase. What's the budget increase that you' ve allowed in
thi s b i l l ? So w h y d i d y o u c h o ose t h e 4 pe r c e n t , a n d w ha t b u dget
increases are allowed in this proposal?

SENATOR RA I K ES : Ok a y , a l l r i g h t , I ' l l t r y t o wo r k o n t h o se on e
at a time, Senator. First, in terms of the $ 1 .04 ch oice of a
l evy l i mi t , I can g i ve you t he d e ta i l s of our del i be ra t i o n o f
kind of the events as they occurred, and you are certainly free
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