
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 7 5 9Apri l 2 4 , 2 0 03

maybe more, maybe less. But to have the two packages that
roughly equate to d iscuss on Select File together, we need to
have that . And so wh a t I ' m sa y i n g t o yo u i s t hat . . .

S PEAKER BRONN: T i m e.

SENATOR BEUTLER: ...please consider...not this...not just on
the merits, but also the fact that it doesn't substitute other
r evenue .

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Naxwell.

SENATOR NAXWELL: Tha nk you, N r . President. I have a new
handout. The good news is, this one fits on one page, one eight
and a half by eleven page, not a newspaper-size page. And it' s
in nice big print. The bad news is, it lacks that
'Brashearian , ' 'Thompsonian' splash of color to give it some
real boldness and style, but I press on nonetheless. I'm an
accidental supporter, I guess, of Senator Chambers' amendment.
I d i d n ' t kn o w what h e w a s g o i n g t o o f f e r . I s t a r t e d wo r k i ng on
this last night and this morning. I was going to suggest we
make th i s c h a nge on Se l ec t Fi l e , w h e n a pparen t l y a l ot mor e o f
the grinding was going to happen. But we may as well go ahead
and do i t no w . I have . . .a t t h e t op o f t h i s h a nd o u t , t h e r e i s a n
alternative. That was a reaction to what seemed to me a kind of
a malaise that hung over the body yesterday. I t almost seemed
l ik e k i nd of a ma r ch of t he zo m b ie s o r s o meth i ng , t h a t i t ' s
inevi t a b l e , t her e ' s n o al t er n a t i v e . I f we wa n t t o expan d t he
s ales t ax base a n d u l t i m a t e l y b a la nc e t h e b u dget , t h e n w e a l s o
have to vote for everything else, we have to raise the cigarette
tax, we have to raise the income tax, we ha ve to rai se t he
alcohol tax, we have to raise the property tax. I don't know.
Naybe that last vote shows that we' ve shaken out of it a little
b it . I ' m not su r e . But I wor k e d t h i s up j u st t o m a k e t h e p o in t
that there is an alternative. We don't have to do everything
else. We can just do the sales tax base expansion, which I
think is the core principle here, and which I still very much
support. I still...in my eyes, I rise as a friend to LB 759,
but m a y b e a s ome w hat c r i t i c a l f r i e n d . Le t me r u n t h r ou g h t h e
number in the handout very quickly. The y' re not the actual
f ocus ~ f my c omn e nt s r i ght now. But I r e a l i ze t ha t t he
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