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amendment. Some of the senators saw material in that division
which t h ey t h o ug h t sh ou l d b e r e t a i n e d a s a p a r t o f t h e b i l l , a t
least at this point. T hen it could be discussed at greater
length on Se l ect Pile. I wai ted until today, so that I could
f ocus j u s t o n t hi s i s su e , a n d a l l t hos e o t h e r s had been t aken
care of. This is now going to stand or fall by itself. But if
it stands as a part of the bill, it can cause other things to
f a l l . That ' s j us t how ser i o u s I am a b ou t t hi s . Som e p e op l e
will say it's just one small part of a large package. B ut it is
not g o i n g t o g e t a f r e e r i d e be cau s e o f t h a t , a s f a r a s I ' m
concerned. Senato r Priend, a flea is a very small critter
compared t o t h e s i ze o f t h e ra t on wh i c h t h e f l e a r i d e s . Th e
little cr itter ins ide the flea that can cause the plague is a
very t i n y p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e f l e a ' s sub s t an c e . Bu t i t i s t h a t
flea which, w hen it bites a person, transmits a sut.stance that
can r e s u l t i n b ub o n i c p l ag u e . Som e pe o p l e wi l l b l am~ t he r a t .
But it's not the rat's bite. The rat is the transporting agent
for the flea, which in turn is the transporting and transmitting
agent o f t he b o tu l i s m cr i t t er . So al t houg h t hi s ta x may be
considered a small part of the overall package, a small part of
something can be so devastating in its consequences that it will
take down an entire superstructure. The bill is worth more to
people than this one tax, I am sure. My view about the process
i s t ha t h e avy l i f t i ng sh o u l d b e d one o n Genera l F i l e . On t he
whole, the body is determined that will not be case in dealing
with this bill. Items have been added to the bill. So it ' s
like treasuring up wrath against the day of wrath, to use
scr i p t u r a l l an g u age . You ' re pus h i n g i t al l f ar t her down t he
l i ne . The time that we h ave for wo rking is becoming
increasingly compressed. We have less and less time for doing
more a n d more . Thi s b i l l i s o f g r eat con s equence . I t h i nk i t
s hould be a dvanced, bu t i t shou l d n o t be a d v a nced i n i t s p r es e n t
f orm. A n d I am g o i n g t o l i gh t e n o u r b u r d e n a t t h i s st age , so
there will be one less flea for us to deal with on Select File.
W hat t r o u b l e s me i s t he ca v a l i e r w a y t h a t t he i t e m s c o nsumed b y
poor people are disregarded. All of my wealthy colleagues in
here, when t he y bu y j ui c e , wi l l al wa y s bu y t h e j ui ce whi ch has
greate r t han 5 0 p e r c en t b y vol u me, whethe r i t ' s veg e t a b l e j u i ce
or f r u i t j ui ce . I ' ve sai d ov e r an d o v e r , and I ' l l r epe at i t
again here, you all know of the poor, but you don't know any
poor peop le . You m i g h t l oo k a t o n e o f t he se f r ui t d r i nk s , a s

5014


