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s uppor t t h i s a t t h i s p o i n t . Th e se c on d on e , I ' d l i k e t o a sk
Senator Schrock a question, if I may.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senato r Sch rock, w ill y ou yield to a
question, Senator Wehrbein.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Sena tor Schrock, if we we re to pass your
a mendment , d o y o u t h i n k t h a t t h a t wo u l d r u n i n co n f l i c t wi t h t h e
federal lawsuit that was settled with the railroads and business
p ropert y a c r o s s t h e s t a t e ?

SENATOR SCHROCK: Senator Wehrbein, that is a concern. I do not
t h in k i t wo u l d . Remem b er , we d i d g e t a n op i n i o n t ' .a t we co u l d
t ake l i ve s t o c k o f f of t he p r o p e r t y t ax r ol l s , and I don ' t t hi nk
this will be any different. And that issue has been discussed
and I think we' re okay there.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Okay. S e nator Landis, I would l ike to ask
the same question of, Nr. Speaker.

SENATOR CVDABACK: Sen a t o r L a nd i s , wi l l y ou y i e l d ?

SENATOR LANDIS: Here's is about where we are. The railroads in
the 4-R A ct ess entially get roughly that percentage of their
personal property tax that we tax of all personal property in
t he s t a t e . To t he e x t e n t we l owe r t h e a mo u n t o f pe r s on a l
property tax that we tax in this state, the railroads would be
e nt i t l e d t o a r e du c t i o n o f t h e i r t a x e s . Wh a t I d o n ' t t h i n k
h appens i s t h a t i t b ec ome s u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , b u t I t h i n k t h e
carry-over is that the railroads would have a federal claim by
which the state of Nebraska would have to ratchet down r a ilroad
taxes. Since out o f a l l p ersonal property, and we' re only
taxing some • but we would be reducing that amount, the railroads
would I t h i n k p r ob a b l y be i n a p o s i t i on t o d ema n d t ha t t h e i r
taxes reflect t hat percentage. Not unc onstitutional but it
would have a spillover effect on railroad taxes.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Oka y , thank you. I certai nly un derstand
Senator Schrock's personal p roperty ta x issu e. We ' re just
paying ours here next week, same thing, and it's certainly
disgusting every year and every year just like it is on property

5008


