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w on' t f ac e i t . We ' v e b e en t r y i n g t o sh i f t i t , a n d we ma d e s o m e
p rogr e ss . Ma yb e t h e . . .Senator Hartnett mentioned, the amount of
property tax has no t gone down . But wha t is property tax
relief'? Maybe property tax relief is paying only a two p e rcent
increase rather than a ten percent increase in the year. Maybe
it's a decrease. But if you look at the percentage of state aid
to schools that comes from property tax a gainst s tate a id or
something else, th e per centage, th e rat io, h as d ro pped on
property tax. We' ve made progress in the last few years, and I
t h in k we n e e d t o c o n t i n ue t o d o t ha t . An d I wo u l d j u s t ha t e t o
see it go back, shift back. A nd I think w e' re seeing it in
other areas already. We' ve cut state aid to municipalities and
our cities. We' ve cut state aid to counties. We ' ve cut s tate
a id t o N R D s .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR KRENER: All these things are shifting back to property
t ax . And I t h i n k t h i s wou l d j u s t b e an o t h er o ne t ha t wo u l d t a k e
i t d o w n t h at r o a d . So I ca nn o t sup p o r t t h a t . Re l u c t a n t l y , I
will support LB 540. As Senator Raikes had me tioned, it is for
a t wo - y e a r p e r i od . I t ' s k i n d o f op t i on a l . T he y wou l d no t ha v e
to t a k e a l l t h a t . L a s t ye a r , we a l l owe d t he s ch o o l bo a r d s , wi t h
a supermajority, to exceed their levy limit b y the amount o f
what the c u t was . This is in a little different form. But I
would ra t he r d o i t t ha t wa y t h an ma k e t h i s . . .make i t p e r ma n e n t ,
t r y t o f i gu r e o u t wh o ' s f a r mi n g l a nd , w ho i sn ' t , h ow m u c h c r ed i t
goes b ac k , h o w mu c h d o e s n ' t . I t h i nk i t g e t s t oo co m p l i c a t e d .
And I wi l l n o t s up p o r t t h i s a me n dment . Th an k yo u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Kremer. Senator Baker.

SENATOR BAKER: Tha n k yo u , Nr . President a nd memb ers. I,
likewise, am one of those Revenue Committee members that I guess
i t wa s u na n i m ou s t o st r i p t h i s o u t o f t h e b i l l . an d I wi l l n o t
suppor t pu t t i n g i t b a ck i n n ow , ob v i ou s l y . What . . . i t ' s
interesting. I j u s t c ame f r om sp e a k i n g t o a g r ou p o f
i ndependent b u s i ne s s p e o p l e d o w n s ta i r s . An d i ma g i ne wh a t c ame
u p . (L au g h ) Th e t r an sf e r o f r es p on s i b i l i t y f o r f u n d i ng K- 12
educat i o n b a c k o n t h e p r o p e r t y t a x . No t a p o p u l a r i t e m o r i s su e
out in my area, I can guarantee you. The savings t hat Senator
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