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makes sense and it raises money. If this body can tax a legal
substance, such as tobacco, whether we find it repulsive or not,
i f t hi s body c a n t a x a l co h o l i c b e v e r ages , whe t her w e f i nd t he m
r epuls i v e o r no t , t he y b o t h a re l eg a l a n d t he st at e doe s not
mind taxing t h em. One segment of th is b ill is devoted
exclusively to taxing cigarettes. Senator Janssen is moving in
a little different direction by aiming a tax only at an activity
which i s i l l eg a l u n de r t h e l aws o f t h i s s t a t e . He i s no t sa y i ng
t ha t y ou ca nn o t a d ve r t i s e a n i l l e g a l p r o du c t o r a c t i v i t y wi t h i n
t hi s st a t e . He i s s ay i n g t h a t i f yo u a r e g o i n g t o ad v e r t i se an
activity which i s illegal in this state, that advertising will
b e t a x e d . I d o n ' t s ee a n y t h i n g m o ra l l y wr o n g wi t h i t . I d on ' t
s ee a n y t h i n g l ega l l y wr o n g w i t h i t . I don ' t see an y t h i n g t h a t
makes it constitutionally infirm. T his is a more justifiable
tax than the one put on cigarettes. If the tax money derived
from cigarettes was to be devoted to addressing the health
p roblems c r e a t e d by smok i n g , t hat ' s o n e t hi n g . But f r om o u r
discussions yesterday, we saw a host of items that have nothing
whatsoever t o d o . . .

SPEAKER BRONN PRESIDING

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS. . . .w i t h hea l t h t hat der i ve money f r o m t h e
taxes assessed or laid on cigarettes. I think Senator Janssen
has a go od a mendment. I t is not going to harm any person or
group within this state. It is a positive good. If you ca n
raise taxes on cigarettes to stop people from consuming a legal
product , w h a t ' s w r ong w i t h t ax i n g a d v e r t i s e ments o f an i l l ega l
activity% Thank you, Nr, Speaker.

SPIA' LR QROMM Thank you, Senator Chamber • Senator Vrtiska

SENATOR VRTISKA Tha nk you, Nr, Speaker, nNmbers ot the body
t stand tn support o t Renat ot Janssen's am~ndmen'F hn t f l ' i l I l k'
t.~i ask tllm a quest ion

RLRANRH RRDMM R • nator J a n s sen, w ou ld y o u y i • ld , p l ea s e ' I

• DONATOR JANRNIN cert • i nly ,
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