
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 7 5 9Apri l 2 3 , 2 0 0 3

that was back in the late thirties. Everyone was poor. No one
was wealthy. I d idn 't kn o w wha t a bottle of Pepsi-Cola or
Coca-Col a w a s t i l l I wa s a b ou t e i g h t y e a r s o l d . You k n ow , a n d
nothing probably w ould make me happier to see us put a tax on
n ot o n l y po p bu t b o t t l ed wa t e r . Ou r mu n i c i p a l i t i e s s p en d
mil l i o n s o f do l l a r s k ee p i n g ou r wa t e r c l e a r . Some j o k e r i n
Omaha bottles u p some Omaha water a nd send s it ou t as
spr i n g . . .p u r e sp r i n g wa t e r a nd p e op l e g a t h e r t h a t s t u f f up b y
t he b u s he l b a s k e t f u l l . Now t h a t i s . . t h a t j u st d o e s n o t ma k e
sense t o me . Mi l l i o n s o f d o l l a r s sp e n t p u r i f y i ng ou r wa t e r an d
it's not only youngsters. Older people run around with on e o f
t hose bo t t l e s h a ng i ng o u t o f t h e i r pu r s e o r i n t h e i r p o c k e t ,
can' t wa i t u n t i l t he y ca n s t op an d t ak e a s i p o u t o f t h a t j u g .
And t h en wh a t d o t h ey d o ? Th r o w t h e p l a s t i c bo t t l e awa y , an d
t hen we h a v e t o c l e an t h a t me s s u p t oo . You k n ow , i n sp i t e o f
what Senator r'.ambers said, if we tax some food, why not it all?
Why are we separating out certain items? I t hink it is idiotic
to do that. In the first place, people don't realize that they
aren't pa ying tax on food now. I s ee people come to...I don' t
do much o f t h a t c h e ck i ng b e c a u s e I ' m n o t u p wi t h t h e ne wf an g l e d
machines and so on . I u sually screw them up so the clerks say
stay away from them, just keep him away from them. But I don' t,
you know, peopl e w i l l s t op a n d t he y ' l l sa y, does t hat i nc l ude
t ax? You hav e t o st op a n d t e l l t he m , w e l l , t ax has n ' t be e n o n
food for a good many years. And when we f irst started with
s ales t ax , I was i n bus i n e s s when t h e s t a t e o f N e b r a ska d e c i d ed
to tax food. I thought it was a stupid idea at the time. Bu t
seeing what it did to lower some of the other taxes, for a short
time anyway, it wasn't a bad idea. And when you get used to
something, then you want to keep that up. And if we do end up,
on my obj ec t i on s , t o p ut t ax on edi b l e f oo d , t h e n I wi l l o f f er
an amendment to repeal that which was imposed last year to
eliminate the sales tax collection fee to the first $3,000 only.
I f w e' r e go i ng to have citizens and taxpayers in this state
doing t h e c o l l ec t i n g f or t he s t a t e of Ne b r a ska s o t hat we can
d ecide t o do what i s . . . wi t h t he r even u e gene r a t e d , t h e n I
believe we should at least compensate those retailers, no matter
who, whether t h e y a r e i n t he f ur n i s h b u s i n e ss , t he c o u n t i es who
do the collecting on the automobiles...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One ..ninute.
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