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SENATOR CUDABACK:
quest i on ?

Would you yield, Senator Cunningham, to a

S ENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Yes .

SENATOR BYARS: Thank you, Senator Cunningham. Educate me. We
talked this morning. Senator Janssen talked about the two young
boys that came into the grocery store, and one boy had his mom's
EBT card and ran it through the scanner to buy a candy bar and a
can of pop. And the other young man, who had a dollar bill, he
came i n a n d h e h a d t o p ay ta x . On t h e . . . i s i t l e g i t i ma t e t o
just come in and buy snack food on your...using food stamps? A
c an o f p op a nd a ca n d y ba r ?

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM : Yes , i t is .

SENATOR BYARS: All right. T hat's somewhat disconcerting to me,
a s I do n ' t f i nd t ha t t o b e a n e ce ss a r y f o o d i t em. I . . . and I
don't know h o w we got to that point. Thank you. I appreciate
that. I wa nt to ma k e a po int re l ative to tha t, however.
Because we are n't treating apples and oranges the same. We ' re
not treating apples and apples the same. If these young p e ople
here, or me as a junk food junkie, go to a vending machine...and
I go down. . . we go d ownsta i r s r i g ht i n t h i s Ca p it o l bu i l di n g, an d
I put...if I'm lucky enough to have enough money left from my
l eg i s l a t i v e s a l a r y t o p ut i t i n t h e p o p ma c h i n e , a nd I g e t t h a t
c an of pop , or I get a bag of p ot a t o chi p s , or I get a can d y
bar, no matter how you classify it, whether it's a Twinkie, or a
' Twix i e , ' o r a Bab y Ru t h , the person wh o owns th at v en ding
machine ha s to pay sales tax on those sales, on the same items
t hat w e do n ' t t a x i f we wa l k i n t o a g r o c e r y st o r e o r a
convenience store or any other place that sells the same product
over t h e c ou n t e r . I d i d n ' t r ea l i ze t h i s un t i l I i n t r od u ce d my
snack tax. I s that a level playing field, if we' re talking
about l ev e l p l a y i n g f i e l d s ? I do n ' t t h i n k s o . No w, wh a t ' s f a i r
about t h a t ? I t h i n k we n ee d t o t a k e t ho s e t h i ng s i n t o
considera t i o n a s we ' r e hammering t h i s ou t . I st and i n f av or of
broadening the sales tax base. I'm not sure exactly how we do
i t o n sn a c k f oo d o r o n som e o f t h e o t h e r i t ems . Bu t i t c an b e
done. We ha v e t o o many exempt i o ns . W h y s h o u l d I o r m y f am i l y ,
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