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support put t i ng a sal es t ax on t o i t . But i f you ' r e g o i n g t o
increase the value of your property, whether you increase it
from $50,000 to $65,000, to me those dollars ar e no different
than what y ou add new cons truction on starting from a basic
$5,000 acre of property to adding a new home on of $150,000. I
think that's all in the same ball park and I think we should be
concerned and consider that fact. I 'm very much opp osed to
adding the sales tax on to just a certain small amount of which
the, you know, the poorer people are adding and improving t heir
property. But the r e is added value to it, and they' re, in my
opinion, being taxed double. And I' ll return the rest of m y
t ime t o t h e Ch a i r .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator St uthman.
Beutler, followed by Senator Connealy, and eight others.

S ENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, I have s ome que stions f or
Senator Landis, an d he 's not around zt the moment, so I think
I ' l l wa i v e f o r t h e mo m e n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u . Se na t o r Con n e a l y .

SENATOR CONNEALY: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I ri se
in support of this ame ndment to the amendment. It is
clarifying, this is a building block getting us way...the way to
s olv i n g ou r f i s c a l c r i s i s , I t h i n k , t ha t we ha v e t o p u t a
broadening of the base into our sales tax. The people, as I' ve
talked to th e m acr oss t he sta te, un derstand that we have a
narrowing of what we tax in the state by the activity level of
our sales tax. We have a smaller base to tax because of the
agricultural downturn and because our tech bubble that took a
lot of our capital gains away. To run this state, we' re going
to have to have a more stable and probably a broader base to do
that. We , in the Reve nue Ccemittee, d e cided no t to take
everything but to build our way to a broader base and I th ink
t hat t h i s t ech n ic a l a mendment t o t hi s sec t i on i s goo d . I t h i nk
that there are other amendments coming down the line that will
be also technical in measure and improve the bill. So I support
this amendment.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Connealy. Senator Louden.
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