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do not think that a 10 percent reduction would do a great deal
of harm. It would be more realistic. I think we're also going
to have to look at...I consider those sort of grant programs.
They are money when it 1is available that it 1is given to
designated areas. But, again, this is not business as usual. 1
will be voting for things this year that probably in other years
most of would not have thought about doing. Anytime that we can
save and possibly a 10 percent cut would be $10 million in two
vyears, that's $§10 million. And I think, as has been stated
before, we are gcing to have to look at every issue possible. I
did have just one question that I wanted to present or ask
Senator Wehrbein. There seems to be a discrepancy. On the
revenue sheet that we received in regards to the amount of
revenue received from extending the cigarette tax was
$25.3 million. Senator Brashear, in the handout that he has
presented to us, says roughly $20 million. 1I'm just wondering,
that's a discrepancy of $5 million. Maybe, Senator Landis, can
you address that?

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Landis, would you vyield to that
question?

SENATOR LANDIS: Since neither of those numbers are mine, no,
why don't you ask them?

SENATOR STUHR: (Laugh) Well,...

SENATOR LANDIS: 1I think one is a rough justice number. One of
the difficulties in cigarette tax predictions is that the past
is no 1longer serving as an accurate descriptor of the future
because just as people are deciding not to smoke, a one cent
increase in taxation 1is no longer a good...you can't use the
past to predict the future because consumption patterns are
changing. If I had to pick one or the other to choose, I'd
probably choose 20 on the theory that, in fact, there 1is some
consumption 1loss, thank heavens, and also probably people will
be trying to beat the tax. If I was to pick one number or the
other, I1'd pick 20.

SENATOR STUHR: Okay, thank you. I think that's helpful. With
that, I give the rest of my time back to the Chair. Thank you.
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