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I j u st wan t e d t o s i g n a l my i n t e n t t o d o t h a t on Se l e c t Fi l e i f
this bill does advance to that point. And I will also address
the portion of LB 759 which deals with income taxes. And the
reason I will is because the Speaker and the federal government
have put a claim on my time, so I'm not going t o be he re a ll
day, and I want to have an opportunity to speak on that part of
it. Again when you look at the impact upon yo ur eco nomy o f
ra i s i n g you r in come t ax ra t e s , yo u kn o w t h a t t h a t i s t he m ~s t
significant tax that you can address in rea lly reducing th e
stimulus on yo ur eco nomy. It 's not about whether we' re just
trying to hit the r ich because, i n fac t, in the sta t e o f
Nebraska, you are at the top tax rate, if you' re single, at
$ 26,500 .

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN : One m in u t e .

SENATOR REDFIELD: Now I don't know if you call t hat ri c h but
most Nebraskans don't call that rich. And so, in fact, when we
talk about raising our rates on income tax, we' re talking about
putting it on pretty low-income people who are just scraping to
g et by with the necessities of life. Try being sin g le, tr y
making that rate, try paying your rent, keeping an automobile on
the road, putting food on your table, you make just enough that
you don't qualify for aid, but not enough to really get by. So
I am reluctant t o go the r e on the income tax rate. Bu t I
certainly think that we need to l ook at re st ructuring an d I
think that w e need fairly to look at this. We need to look at
the alcohol tax. We need to look at all of these pieces. A s I
said, we need to put everything on the table and discuss it. I
am going to consider whether I cou l d do th is . I find it
difficult to do because we have hit this population group last
year. Had we done it once and had we done it at this rate l a st
year, I would have done that.

PRESIDENT HEINENAN: Time has expired.

SENATOR REDFIELD: Th a n k y ou .

PRESIDENT HE INEMAN: Thank you, Senator Redfield. The C hair
recognizes Senator Hartnett.
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