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o ther s sa i d i t b e st . I t h as n ' t ha d a p u b l i c h e a r i n g . And I
just can't i m agine el iminating these things at this point in
t i me . Som e o f t h em o n t h e l i s t I v e r y we l l may b e i n f av o r o f
eliminating, but it needs to go through the proper procedures to
d o t h a t , i n my e s t i ma t i o n . Th i s mo r n i ng I t a l k e d a b o ut a
coalition of senators a couple of years ago. We had L inco l n
senators, Omaha senators, and rural senators that worked
together, and we worked on a couple of the items on here, and we
worked on a ver y , ve r y ma j o r r ur a l i ni t i at i ve t hat happe n ed t o
be my pr i o r i t y b i l l t hat yea r . A nd i f I we r e t o go bac k o n t hat
n ow, I wou l d f ee l I was br ea k i n g my wo rd . And I ' m su r e t ha t
most o f y o u h e r e. . . I ho p e n o t m os t o f yo u, b ut a l ot o f you he r e
don' t a g r e e w i t h m e a l ot of t i me s . But i f there ' s a ny t h i ng
that I want to leave here with, when I leave here, I want you to
know when I say some t h i n g y o u c a n t r u s t i n wh a t I sai d . And
with that, I' ll yield my time to Senator Jones.

SPEAKER BRONM:
4 0 secon d s .

SENATOR JONES: T h ank you, Senator Cunningham. Nr . Speaker and
members of the body, this is an interesting concept here, and
what ev e r y b o d y i s t r y i n g t o ma k e o u t o f i t . Bu t we ' r e n o t
really eliminating here. We' re just putting this on the shelf.
But this h a s been earmarked, and we' re just taking the earmark
away f rom i t , i s act ual l y w h a t w e ' re do i n g on t h i s amend ment.
And so I t h i n k i t ' s s ome t h i n g t h a t we c a n t h i nk ab o ut n ow a n d
come back. We still got Select File to do something on this.
And we ca n j u s t d e a l wi t h i t t h e n . Bu t I t h i nk t h a t t he r e ' s a
lot of things in this list that I know th at peo ple hav e got
r ea l l y c on c e r n ed ab ou t . An d I t h i nk t he p u b l i c wi l l g e t
involved in it if we pass this amendment. They' ll come out and
say, we l l , we got t o have t hi s , or we g o t t o ha v e t ha t . And
t hings can b e pu t b a c k i n on t he e a r mark i n g s t a t u s . But r i ght
now all we' re doing is taking the earmark status away from it.
So I c a n ' t s e e wh y we ' re j us t el i mi na t i n g i t . Wha t we ' r e do i ng
is just t a bling it for a little while. So with that, I would
strongl y s u ppor t t h i s a m endment f o r r i gh t now. But we got
Select File ahead of us yet. So we can deal with zt then if we
have to, or put things back in that's part of this. So tha t' s
where I stand on it. T hank you.

Senator Jones, you have 3 minutes and
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