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seriously concerned a bout th i s d is cussion an d abou t this
a mendment , an d I ' d l i ke t o s ha r e wi t h y o u wh y . An d I h op e y o u
will not hold against me the fact that up there somewhere it' s,
as we started out early this morning, a long time ago, it says
it's LB 759 and it's Brashear. But w he r e are we ? We are
now.. .and I ' m g o i n g t o u s e a l i t t l e hyp e r b o l e , t o t r y t o exp l ai n
my point of view. We are now obsessing about, not new revenue,
not something new. We' ve been taxing cigarettes forever. We' ve
e armarked c i g a r e t t e mon i e s f o r a l o n g , l o ng t i me . We h av e
debated more hours than probably most of us can remember, the
earmarking of every one of these items. And here we are again.
We' re losing the forest for the trees,or th e t r e e s f o r t he
f orest. You know what I mean. We' re out of focus. The work
that the Revenue Conmittee has done is before us, and we' ve gone
nowhere . Now, t hat ' s f i ne i f we ' r e g o i n g t o sp e n d t wo , t hr e e
d ays. I ' m g l a d, be c a use i t ' s t he k i nd o f deb a t e w e s h o u l d h a v e .
I'm glad Senator Quandahl raised this issue. This is a
w orthwhi l e t hi ng t o d i scu s s . The oppos i t e of wh a t S e n a t o r
Chambers says is equally as true. I f we pass this, we could
undo i t . He ' s r i ght . And i f we don ' t pa s s i t , we cou l d st i l l
do it later when we might have a better clue as t o what we ' re
doing and why we' re doing it. Today we were supposed to be
talking about the revenue bill and all of its component parts.
We' re still on division one, still talking about the smokers and
the tax and the money we get off cigarettes. We' ve gone nowhere
on the new subject matter. We ' re talking about what we' re
comfortable with, I g uess. Now , we co uld wait for the
Appropriations Committee to speak, if w e be lieve that our
committee structure has a legitimate process that's worthwhile.
So we could recognize that we b elieve in the sanctity of
contract, which is what all of this is about. H ours and hours
and bills and public hearings and sessions and debate are the
background beh ind t hi s . I t ' s not a s i mp l e l i s t of p r oj ec t s t hat
j ust h appened a t t he s n a p o f a f i nge r . We now ar e i nf o rm e d ,
thanks to Sen ator Quandahl, Senator Chambers, Senator Schimek,
Senator Byars, others, about the gravity of this issue. So now
we c o u l d put i t i n cont ex t . Now w e c o u l d d e a l w i t h t hi s b i l l
that is before us, that has been just a while in gestation, like
six years. In fact, I was laughing to myself, the first time I
ever t r i e d t h e p e o p l e ' s t ax pl a n, i t was e x a c t ly t he w a y Senat o r
Quandahl i s t r y i ng i t now, as a wi l d . . . I ' m sor r y , as a
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