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make a decision to cut these programs, to e liminate these
programs'? You r r eason i n g i s nob l e . What you wan t t o do
just...I just don't think it meets the fairness test, and I have
t o s t and i n oppo s i t i on t o t h i s amen dment . And I ask my
colleagues to please think to yourself, please think about the
w ork t ha t y o u p u t i nt o yo u r o w n l e g i s l at i o n , yo u r o w n i d e a s t h a t
are b r o u gh t t o t he App r op r i at i o n s Co mmi t t e e , b r oug ht t o
a pprop r i a t e c omni t t e e s i n J a nu a r y . An d he r e we a r e , t h e
sixty-sixth day, being asked to make big, big decisions relative
to these issues. I urge you to please oppose this amendment.

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Byars. Senator Erdman.

SENATOR ERDNAN: Thank you , Nr . Speaker, members o f the
Legislature. Thank you, Senator Byars. I w as just telling some
of our friends back here, it kind of reminds me of Nr. Rogers a
l i t t l e b i t , h ow y ou we r e s l o w a n d m e t h o d ic a l , an d t r i e d t o p r o v e
the point. I rise in support of Senator Quandahl's amendment.
And I' ve been in support of Senator Chambers' amendments all
afternoon, not because of the fact that I don't think the issues
before us are i mportant, but I think there's an opportunity f o r
us to review what it is that we have in our statute. Now, while
it's true we cou ld have introduced a bill to do this, Senator
Chambers could have introduced a bill to take $ 300,00 0 o u t o f
the LUST Fund; he didn't do that. I think decisions come and
decisions are made based on the i nf ormation p r esented at the
time. And I also wou l d li k e to concur with what Senator
C hambers sa id , t h a t i f you ad op t t hi s a m endment , i t does n ' t m e a n
t hat a u t omat i c a l l y t he s e i nd i v i d u a l s w i l l l ose t he i r m o n ey . But
I think what's interesting to look at is s ome o f th e other
opportun i t i e s t hat t he i ndi v i dua l s r ece i v i ng mon ey fr om t he
cigarette tax funds have received in other areas. We have given
Game and Parks the opportunity to raise fees all over the place.
We' ve given t h em th e opp o r t u n it y t o go up t o $20 on par k
permits. We hav e given cancer research...or, we' ve given
d ollars for research from the tobacco settlement fund to t he
tune of $10 million a year to four institutions, beginning in
2001. So to date, they' ll receive $20 million that they didn' t
receive prior to this. Replace that with the $3 million that' s
here. And you go down the list, and you start looking at some
of the other ar eas. Now , som e of t h ese are...you know, I
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