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Wehrbein, should he wish it.

S P RAKER B R O NN :
seconds .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members. Am I next
after this?

SPEAKER BRONN: Ye s , y o u a r e .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you. I 'm just not going to repeat what
Senator Beutler an d Sen ator Sc himek sa id, because they made
their points well. I just wanted to call the body's at tention
to the fac t if ther e's qu estions o n what so me of thes e
individual funds are allocated for. I was going to go into them
in great detail, but I decided that I probably didn't n eed to .
But suffice it to say in a perfect world, if we were starting
over, I would not n e cessarily be in favo r of the earma rks
either. These started back in 1971 that we first earmarked
proceeds from cigarette tax, a nd it was don e for speci fic
purposes, and if I...my memory would be right, Devaney Center
probably would be one. And sin ce we ' ve move on and w ith
construction, the Nebraska Construction Fund has been used, and
if you' ve read this thoroughly, that has now expired. We' re no
longer doing any construction this year. Normally, we affirm
this to the construction...to finish construction projects.
Those are all over and now it is reverted back to the General
Fund per the law. So we have the issues of the Recreation Fund,
the cancer research that certainly many people in the past have
felt that was important based on the p otential cause by
cigarettes. And the Building Renewal Allocation Fund, 309,
which is still stuck in my memory, of 7 cents, we went through
this in the late eighties and nineties where we...and early
nineties where we had gotten down to as low as a million dollars
in 309 Fund. And when we...one of the reasons it was taken out
of the hand of individual agencies is when you get into the
squeezes like we ar e right now, building and maintenance
suffered greatly. And when you have a program t o do and you
have a building, you put programs first. T h is is an effort,
albeit moderate in some people's mind, but at least it's a base
start to try to keep somewhat ongoing with our infrastructure in

Senator Wehrbein, you have 2 minutes and 40
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