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tells me where those current earmarks go? A nd that's what I
did. Our current Nebraska cigarette tax earmarks are on the
handout that I have right there. One ce nt a pa ck for t he
Nebraska Outdoor Recreation Development Cash Fund, that would go
away under my amendment. Three cents a pack for the Department
of Health and Human Services to carry out Neb. Rev. Stat.
Section 81, and then what that is, just so that there's no
misunderstanding, is that's cancer research. That's cancer
research at Creighton University and the University of Nebraska.
So when I say this is strong medicine, it truly is. Seven cents
a pack fo r the B uilding Renewal Allocation Pund would go away
under my amendment. T hr e e m il lion do llars a year for the
Municipal Infrastructure Redevelopment Pund, the NIRP funds,
that was one of the amendments that Senator Chambers ha d this
morning. Two cents a pack for the Information Technology
Infrastructure Pund; a million dollars a year for th e C i t y of
Primary Class Redevelopment Fund , that 's L inco l n;
$1,000,500 tsic) a year for the City of the Metropolitan Class
Redevelopment Fund, that's Omaha; 28 cents a pack for the Cash
Reserve Fund, that was a discussion that we had j ust a little
bit earlier. I nstead of going into the Cash Reserve Pund, all
of those funds, that 28 cents, would go into the General Fund
under the amendment that's before. And then finally the Capital
Construction Fund, and it's a little bit of a calculation that
goes there. I tried to put t ogether a l ittle bit of an
illustration based on 100 million packs of cigarettes, the taxes
that would be generated by them, which just for ease sake comes
up to $64 million. If you look on the bottom line of t his
particular amendment is, under the current cigarette tax scheme,
money to General Fund is about $17,500,000; money to earmarked
projects under the current cigarette tax scheme is approximately
046,500,000 . I f t hi s am e ndment i s a d o p t ed , a n d I do ur ge i t s
adoption, th e Gen eral Fu n d would receive all of t hat
$64 million. So these are rough numbers. It's just an example.
I t ' s n o t s et i n s t on e o r an y th i n g l i ke t ha t , b ut I t h in k I ' v e
laid out what this amendment does. It's not going to be easy to
adopt an amendment of this sort, but, likewise, I think from
some of the discussion that was generated previously, not only
on the concept of an amendment like this but also with some of
the amendments that Senator Chambers had previously, this isn' t
easy but it b egins us the process of prioritizing our state

4819


