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body, I r i se i n s u pport o f S e nator Thompson's amendment. I f you
people wou l d j us t l i s t e n f or a mi nu t e a nd u n d e r s t a n d ho w d i r e
condition this state is in as far a s bu ilding mai ntenance i s
concerned, you wouldn't have any doubts about trying to protect
this f u n d t h a t wa s . . . t h i s 2 ce n t s t ha t w as p ut ba ck i n t he r e .
We struggled before and I would say that any of you who voted to
g ive the money to t h e o t he r p r o j ec t would be a shamed of yoursel f
enough that you would support this piece of legislation to put
t hat money b a ck . We t r a v e l e d a l l ov e r t he s t a t e i n . . . as I . . .as
w e ta l k e d a b ou t i t a coup l e y e a r s ag o , t r y i ng t o de t e r m i n e w h e r e
we could best utilize funds to restore some of the downtrodden
buil d i ng s i n t h i s s t a t e , and Se na t or Thom p son i s abso l ut e l y
correct. The re ar e some fire/life safety measures out there
t hat absolutel y and pos i t i v e l y s hould be t a ken care o f . I f t hat
doesn't happen, this state could be subject to tremendous
lawsuits bec a use o f t h e i n a b i li t y t o prov i d e t h e k i n d o f sa f e t y
i n some of t h ese bu i l d i ngs t ha t s h ould b e don e . Shoul d have
been done already, but we can't do things before we do them, and
now is th e t i me t o g e t t h e m done. So I ha v e t o st a n d i n s u pport
of this . It ' s, to me , it 's one o f the issues that is
tremendously important to the future of this state and to t he
people that we ar e pledged to serve. And I'm talking about
people in institutions where they don't have any choice of where
they' re at. We ' re talking about veterans' h o spitals, we ' re
talking about man y o f the institutions of thi s state that
provides this kind of service. And I think it would be a c r i me
i f we , i n f ac t , don ' t l i s t en t o wh a t Se n a t o r Th o mpson s a i d a n d
recognize that this is a d e sperate s i tuation t hat should be
taken care of So w ith that, Mr. President, I thank you and I
certainly hope you' ll support this amendment. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska. Senato r Dwi te
Pedersen, did you w is h to address this amendment? Thank you.
Senator Thompson, there are no other lights on. Did you wish to
close on your amendment?

SENATOR THOMPSON: Yes, thank you. Again, what t his am endment
does is pu ts the new 2 cents o f ear mark f o r the Building
Maintenance F u nd , w h i c h r e st o r e s i t t o i t s 1 9 96 l ev e l , und e r t he
hold h a r ml es s t h a t t he ot he r . . .a nu mber o f t he o t h er f un d s hav e
and that t he firs t 5 c e nts has, so that there isn't slippage
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