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technology, and other groups across the state that are updating
t hei r i nf or m a t i o n t e c h n o l ogy i n t he p u b l i c sec t o r , i f you wi l l .
The other one is also used...another use of t his is grants
between agencies that are updating their information technology.
S o, co l l ab o r a t i v e , i f you wi l l , so t ha t t hey ha v e a c c ess t o
dollars to do the necessary upgrading of their software. So we
are u s i ng t h i s mone y , adm it t ed l y ea rm a r k ed . I j us t s i mp l y
wanted t o s a y t h a t t hat ' s w h a t i t ' s be i n g u s e d f o r . I f you t ake
it the next step and say you cancel this and put it back into
the General Fund, there would certainly be a need for that money
to come back out from the General Fund to some extent, if not
all , i n or de r t o ma i n t a i n t he pr oj e c t s t ha t we ' re d o i n g i n t hi s
area.

Senato rSENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator We hrbein.
Chambers, followed by Senator Bromm.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: M r . President, members of th e Leg islature,
Senator Wehrbein did give a good rundown of what this program
is. And I think he could persuade us t hat t he pr ogram has
enough m e r i t t o j u st i f y appr o p r i at i n g money t o k e e p i t go i ng .
These are hidden ite ms. They are item s tha t dra w mone y
automatically every year, without any accounting being given,
w ithout anybody considering what these programs are doing. I'd
like to ask Senator Wehrbein a question. And it's of a general
nature .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Wehrbein, would you respond?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Ye s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Wehrbein, with the l anguage in the
statute now that earmarks money for these programs, there is
nothing these programs can do or fail t o do that would
automatically result in this earmarked money not going to them.
I s . . . ?

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: At the present time, that's right.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So there is no oversight. t here is no
a ccountab i l i t y de manded be f or e t h i s m o ney w i l l f l ow t o t he m ?
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