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SEK.<TOR CHAMBERS: . . .o r d i na r i l y I wo u l d n ' t v o t e f o r b e c au s e o f
my personal predilections. Now I can vote against an increase
in the cigarette tax, and this is a n in crease because the
agreement was that it would go back to a certain level, but that
part of the agreement was stricken. So I don't have to support
t hi s p a r t o f t he a m endment . I won ' t t r y t o st op t he b i l l . I ' m
going t o l et you al l p l ay l i ke t he f i sh . I ' m go i ng t o l et you
swim way on out there and make you think you got away because
you moved your bill to Select File, but time is on my side and
the side of the angels, and the angels believe in truth and
sticking by your word and meaning what you say, and I'm
convinced that I probably ought to be in league with the angels
if I'm going to be in league with anybody. But that remains to
be seen . Tha n k y ou , Mr . S p e a ker .

SPEAKER BROMM: Tha nk you, Senator Chambers. Senator Jone s.
Not on the amendment. Senator Dwite Pedersen. Not on the
amendment. Senator Thompson.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. This was a bill that
passed a coupl e y e a r s a g o an d I di dn ' t sup p o r t i t at t he t i me
because the money would have gone to the Building Maintenance
Fund and there was two cents that was set to lapse on the Omaha
Civic Auditorium project and it got redirected to these two
purposes, and this will be one cent of it and then I'm assuming
we' ll hear the other one e ventually too. But o ne of the
reasons, I had my light on early on in this debate because I did
want to make a couple comnents about the budget in general, but
the MIRF thing came up so I ended up using my time on that. But
I never did support this cent coming on and I know it was a bone
of contention in the Legislature at the t ime because our
buildings in the state are in such need of repair, of fire/life
safety issues, deterioration issues, and we aren't even close to
being ab l e t o get t o t hat . So I don ' t kno w what I ' l l do on
Senator Chambers' amendment, but I know the point he's trying to
make. I n t he t i m e I ' d l i ke t o use , t he poi n t I wou l d l i ke t o
make to you is that, as we begin this discussion of what are the
needs of t he s t at e , what t he budg et i s comi ng o u t o f t he
Appropr i a t i o n s Conanit te e i s , t he o n e t h i n g t h a t w o n ' t ha p pe n i s
t hat i f you pass . . . do n ' t pass t he b u d ge t t h a t w e p r e s en t y o u
still can't go back to the Governor's original budget, because
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